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BACOG began over 50 years ago, meeting for the first time on
April 25, 1970, as an initiative to ensure a thoughtful,  coordinated
approach to the region’s development . Today, BACOG operates as

a voluntary council of local governments in the Barrington area
committed to regional collaboration. This includes cooperative

strategies for legislative advocacy, education, building
partnerships, and protecting groundwater.
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I .   BAC KG R O U N D

Committed community members and dedicated local
government officials guided the development of the BACOG
area.  Natural recreation areas, such as the Cuba Marsh Nature
Preserve, South Barrington Conservancy, Fetherling Park, Tower
Lakes Nature Preserve, and numerous others, contribute to the
unique nature of the Barrington area and are treasured assets
for us all .  The same is true for our local schools, commercial
areas, public transit station, and job centers.  But we recognize
today that they could be enjoyed by even more  of our region’s
residents if there was better non-motorized access to and
between such resources. 

Individual BACOG member communities are already working to
address local needs and priorities for crosswalks, bike paths,
and other means to improve connections to resources within
their communities. BACOG convened a Connectivity Committee
to support this work and develop a regionwide plan to (a)
expand access to area resources, (b) improve safety for these
non-motorized connections, and (c) position us to advocate as
a region for projects across municipal,  township, and county
borders.

The plan presented in these pages is the culmination of the
Connectivity Committee‘s work. Implementing the projects
identified here would enhance the quality of l ife for residents
across the greater Barrington Area. 



I I .  T H E  C O N N ECT I VI TY
C O M M I T T E E

In 2023, BACOG’s Executive Board established a
Connectivity Committee to address the potential for
improved connectivity across the region. The purpose of this
committee is to:

Examine the feasibility of new bike / pedestrian paths that
could improve non-motorized access to nature preserves,
parks, commercial centers, public transit l inks, and
schools;
Support the ongoing bike and pedestrian path related
efforts in each BACOG community; 
Develop a BACOG Area Connectivity Plan; and 
Advocate on behalf of the region for its implementation. 

The active participation by each BACOG member community
has been a critical aspect of its work to date and is the key to
its future success. The Committee’s members include village
and township elected officials, staff,  and community
volunteers. These volunteers bring a range of perspectives
and extensive expertise about non-motorized transportation
use in the region. Significant support also was provided by
BACOG GIS Analyst, Tomasz Szczuka, along with BACOG
Program Coordinator, Mary Tarpey, and Executive Director,
Kimberly Beattie Saunders.



C HAI R MA N :  
G r e g  R u s t e b e r g ,  D e e r  P a r k  

MEMBERS :
C h a r l i e  T h a l h e i m e r ,  B a r r i n g t o n
L a u r a  E k s t r o m ,  B a r r i n g t o n  H i l l s

H e l e n  E d w a r d s ,  B a r r i n g t o n  To w n s h i p
J o h n  L a n g a n ,  B a r r i n g t o n  To w n s h i p
B r e n d a  B r a i n e r d ,  L a k e  B a r r i n g t o n

P e t e r  S c h a l l m o s e r ,  L a k e  B a r r i n g t o n
B r a d  F r i t z ,  S o u t h  B a r r i n g t o n
D a v e  B u r n i d g e ,  To w e r  L a k e s

R i c k  S t e f f e n ,  To w e r  L a k e s

G U I DI N G  P R I N CI P L E S
At its inaugural meeting, the Committee discussed its directive
from the BACOG Executive Board, and adopted guiding
principles to serve as a framework for their work to strengthen
connectivity in the BACOG region:

Enhance Region residents’ quality of life.

Improve and/or create safe, non-motorized access between
residential areas and:

Schools
Natural and recreation areas such as parks, nature
preserves, and lakes;
Commercial areas and job centers.

Respect the priorities and ongoing initiatives of individual
local governments, while encouraging projects that expand
access to these resources for citizens across borders.

Seek and utilize input from community members across the
BACOG region.



As a starting point, each BACOG member provided the Committee
with a list of projects under consideration by their community.
These included projects designed to increase safe access to
schools, local businesses, and parks and to create non-motorized
passage to locations throughout the region. The Committee also
reviewed the Comprehensive Plan for each BACOG member
community to understand longterm goals for community
character and transportation options.  Their research revealed
that every Community Comprehensive Plan detailed goals related
to providing safe, non-motorized transportation options, and
noted the need for intergovernmental cooperation to achieve
such objectives. Notable examples include:

“ P e d e s t r i a n  a n d  b i k e  p a t h s  s h o u l d  b e  a n  i n t e g r a l
p a r t  o f  t h e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  s y s t e m ,  p e r m i t t i n g
a l t e r n a t i v e  m o d e s  o f  m o v e m e n t  t o  m a j o r  a c t i v i t y
c e n t e r s  o f  t h e  V i l l a g e ,  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  r e c r e a t i o n
o p p o r t u n i t i e s . . . L o o k i n g  a h e a d ,  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o
e n s u r e  l o c a l  b i k e  r o u t e s  p r o v i d e  l i n k a g e s  t o  t h e
r e g i o n a l  t r a i l  s y s t e m ,  s c h o o l s ,  f o r e s t  p r e s e r v e s ,  i n
a d d i t i o n  t o  s u r r o u n d i n g  c o m m u n i t i e s . ”  ~ D e e r  P a r k

“ T h e  a b i l i t y  t o  w a l k  o r  c y c l e  s a f e l y  w i t h i n  t h e
c o m m u n i t y  i s  a n  i n t r i n s i c  v a l u e  t o  l i v i n g
h e r e . . . A d d i t i o n a l  w a l k i n g  p a t h s  w o u l d  e n h a n c e
c o m m u n i t y  a s s e t s  a n d  t h e  e n j o y m e n t  o f  t h e  n a t u r a l
r e s o u r c e s  i n  T o w e r  L a k e s .  W a l k i n g  p a t h s  h a v e  b e e n
s h o w n  t o  h a v e  a  p o s i t i v e  i m p a c t  o n  p r o p e r t y  s a l e s
a n d  t o  p r o m o t e  p h y s i c a l  a c t i v i t y ,  f i t n e s s ,  a n d
h e a l t h . ”  ~ T o w e r  L a k e s

“ C o o p e r a t i o n  a m o n g  n e i g h b o r i n g  c o m m u n i t i e s  w i l l
b e  e s p e c i a l l y  c r u c i a l  t o  i m p l e m e n t i n g  b i k e w a y
r o u t e s  a n d  g r e e n w a y  c o r r i d o r s . ”  ~ B a r r i n g t o n

I I I .  I N I T IA L  P R OJ ECT
I D E N T I F ICAT IO N



The Committee continued its analysis by searching for
opportunities to coordinate with other governments:
 

They reviewed road construction projects in long-range plans
by the Cook County Department of Transportation and
Highways, Lake County Division of Transportation, and the
State of Ill inois Department of Transportation. They
specifically looked for locations scheduled for road
improvements or maintenance in the coming years that could
benefit from the addition of pedestrian or bike connection
points.

 
The Committee members also examined bike and pedestrian
paths under consideration by overlapping governmental
entities, including the transportation departments identified
above, as well as the Forest Preserves of Cook County and the
Lake County Forest Preserves.   

They analyzed connectivity recommendations from the
Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning, our neighboring
council of governments - the Northwest Municipal
Conference’s -  Multimodal Transportation Plan, and individual
BACOG member bike and pedestrian paths. 

BACOG GIS staff used publicly available data to create a map
overlaying all projects identified through this process.
Unfortunately, it revealed a sparse number of projects planned
by County and State governments for this region despite
apparent gaps in connectivity.  



INITIAL NORTHERN PROJECTS

1 . Crosswalk at Circle Dr. and Roberts Rd.

2. Crosswalk at Essex Rd/Indian Trail Rd and IL Rte. 59.

3. Permeable pathway on public/community property between
Blue Stem Court and Tower Lakes Dam, connecting 3
neighborhoods and completing Village walkability goal .

4. Multi-use off-road path connecting neighborhoods to LCFPD
trails from Miller Rd. to Roberts Rd.

5. Multi-use off-road path connecting neighborhoods to LCFPD
trails and commercial centers from US Rte 14 to Miller Rd.

6. Multi-use off-road path connecting Fetherling Park to LCFPD
Grassy Lake Forest Preserve. 



INITIAL CENTRAL PROJECTS

7. Multi-use path along Cuba Rd. from Lake Zurich Rd. to Rand Rd. to
connect neighborhoods, Village services, and Forest Preserve trails .

8. Multi-use path along Ela Rd. from Cuba Rd. to Hillside Rd.
connecting neighborhoods and Forest Preserve trails .

9. Multi-use path along Lake Zurich Rd. connecting Route 14 to
Citizens Park.

10. Multi-use path on the north/east side of Route 14 between Route
59 and Valencia Avenue.

11 . Sidewalk ramps, striped crosswalks, and sidewalk extensions
along both sides of Prairie Ave. between Hillside Ave. and South St . ,
& north side of South St .

18. Pedestrian safety improvements on multiple streets between
Hillside and Ron Beese Park for safe access to elementary and
middle schools, a Metra Station, and commercial areas.



I N I T IA L  S O U T H E R N  P R OJ ECTS

12.  Multi-use off road path on Penny Rd. from Algonquin/Rte. 62 to
Old Sutton/Rte. 59 to connect neighborhoods to forest preserve
trails and Rose Elementary School.    
     
13.  Multi-use path on Witt Rd. from Penny to Mundhank for bike
safety.

14. Multi-use path on Mundhank from Barrington Rd. to Higgins/72
connecting neighborhoods to commercial centers.

15. Multi-use path on Higgins from Bartlett to Mundhank,
connecting residential ,  commercial ,  and FPCC trails .

16. Multi-use path on Bartlett Rd. connecting neighborhoods to 2
FPCC trails and Rose Elementary. 

17. Multi-use path on Barrington Rd. from Algonquin Rd. south to
the Forest Preserve.



Based on the Committee's work, BACOG created an interactive map
of proposed projects, accompanied by a short survey, to gather

opinions on potential improvements and the region’s non-motorized
transportation needs. 

The Committee utilized the feedback to better understand regional
community needs. They used the information to design this

Regional Connectivity Plan, aiming to assist local governments,
refine priorities, and guide future connectivity planning.

“ G r e a t  i d e a s -  m o r e  w a l k a b l e

n e i g h b o r h o o d s  a r e  h i g h l y

d e s i r a b l e .  E n h a n c e s  p h y s i c a l

h e a l t h ,  m e n t a l  h e a l t h ,  s o c i a l

i n t e r a c t i o n ,  a i r  q u a l i t y  ( l e s s

d r i v i n g ) ,  a n d  r e d u c e s  n o i s e

p o l l u t i o n . ”

“ R o u t e s  m o v i n g  t h r o u g h

o r  a r o u n d  w o u l d  p r o v i d e

t h e  m o s t  b e n e f i t  t o  t h e

m o s t  r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e

p l a n n i n g  a r e a  i n  t e r m s

o f  ‘ p e d e s t r i a n  a c c e s s . ’ "

“ T h e r e  i s  n o  w a l k i n g

p a t h  o r  b i ke  p a t h  f o r

o u r  c h i l d r e n  t o  g e t  t o

s c h o o l .  . . .  I t ’ s  h a r d  f o r

o u r  c h i l d r e n  t o  s a f e l y

g e t  a r o u n d . ”

IV. PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT

“ I  a m  ve r y  h o p e f u l

t h a t  t h e s e

i n i t i a t i ve s  w i l l

i n c re a s e  a c c e s s  fo r

b i ke r s  i n  t h e  a re a ! “



BACOG pursued multiple strategies to gather public input on
the connectivity planning efforts, specific proposed projects,
and distributed the survey to interested community members.
This included: 

BACOG Communications:
Monthly e-newsletter, The Director ’s Report
Website
Social Media Channels
Flyers and posters with QR code at Annual Private Well
Water Testing Event
Poster with QR code in Barrington Hills Village Hall /
BACOG office lobby (a polling site) throughout early
voting period 

BACOG Partners and Community Leaders:
BACOG provided newsletter / social media / website / e-
blast materials to the following individuals and
organizations for distribution to their constituents:

BACOG Members
BACOG Community Partners, including the Healthier
Barrington Coalition members
State Senator Dan McConchie
State Representative Nabeela Syed
State Representative Martin McLaughlin
Cook County Commissioner Kevin Morrison
Lake County Board Member Marah Altenberg
Lake County Board Member Michael Danforth 

BACOG Local Government Education Initiative (LGEI)
Presentations:

Highlighted the survey during BACOG’s 2024 LGEI
presentations as an example of how to engage with local
governments.

REACHING INTERESTED RESIDENTS



C l e a r  M e s s a g e s  f r o m  R e s p o n d e n t s :

Over  8 9%  bike  or  wa l k  for  recreat ion  or  t ra n s portat ion .  Over
50%  of  t ho s e  do  s o  m u l t i p le  t ime s  per  week .

Over  9 5%  su pport  development  of  b ike  a nd  pede st r ia n  pat h s
in  t he  BACOG  a rea .

Preferred  t ype  of  pat h  ( w it h  over  8 0% )  is  a n  of f - roa d  t ra i l
de s ignated  for  wa l k in g / bik in g .

S u pport  a l s o  show n  for  t ravel in g  on :
Re sident ia l  roa d s  w it h  no  shou l der  or  ma rked  bike  la ne
B usier  roa d s  w it h  paved  shou l der

S U RV E Y  R E S U LTS
2 2 5  t o t a l  r e s p o n s e s
A l l  7  B A C O G  m e m b e r s  r e p r e s e n t e d
A n  a d d i t i o n a l  4 1  r e s p o n d e n t s  f r o m  o u t s i d e
B A C O G  c o m m u n i t i e s  o r  d i d  n o t  i d e n t i f y  a
c o m m u n i t y

E m e r g i n g  T h e m e s
Communities place a high priority on providing safe access to
schools;

There is significant interest in and a need for improved
connections to existing paths and locations in the region (both
commercial and recreational);  and 

Residents are seeking safer ways to navigate major (busy)
corridors such as Cuba Road, IL Route 59, US Route 14, Lake Cook
Road, Barrington Road, Ela Road, Penny Road, etc. 



V .  R EC O M M E N DAT IO N S

Throughout the course of their work, the Connectivity
Committee members considered:

The Committee’s guiding principles;

Ongoing work by each BACOG member community to
improve connections within their respective boundaries;

Opportunities to coordinate with other governments to
leverage public investments and secure the greatest
benefits for area residents; and 

How to actively utilize feedback from area residents to
ensure the resulting plan reflects their needs and priorities. 

The BACOG communities are committed to working across
governmental boundaries to create optimal connectivity for
their residents and the broader region. 

The Committee is confident that cooperation across
governmental entities can be achieved and would considerably
expand the reach of existing community resources to a much
greater number of residents. The Committee recommends
active pursuit of the following list of projects. These paths and
transportation-related improvements reflect the Committee’s
guiding principles and the community ’s priorities. To aid
implementation, the recommended projects are divided into
three categories:

Actively  Pursue: Complete within 5 years

Include in Long-Range Plans: Complete within 10
years

Success Stories:  Recently Completed or Underway 



R EC O M M E N D E D  P R OJ ECTS
ACT I V E LY  P U R S U E :

C O M P L E T E  W I T H I N  1 - 5  Y E A R S



R EC O M M E N D E D  P R OJ ECTS

T h e m e s  f r o m
P u b l i c  C o m m e n t :

1 . S a f e  a c c e s s  t o
s c h o o l s

2 . C o n n e c t  e x i s t i n g
p a t h s

3 . S a f e l y  n a v i g a t e
m a j o r  c o r r i d o r s

G u i d i n g  P r i n c i p l e  -
S a f e  A c c e s s  t o :
  A .  S c h o o l s
  B .  R e c r e a t i o n      
      a r e a s
  C .  C o m m e r c i a l  
      a r e a s  a n d  j o b  
      c e n t e r s

M a j o r  C o r r i d o r s :

R o u t e s  5 9  a n d  1 4 ;
B a r r i n g t o n  R d . ,  E l a
R d . ,  C u b a  R d . ,
K e l s e y  R d . ,  L a k e
C o o k  R d . ,  R i v e r  R d . ,
R o b e r t s  R d .



T h e m e s  f r o m
P u b l i c  C o m m e n t :

1 . S a f e  a c c e s s  t o
s c h o o l s

2 . C o n n e c t  e x i s t i n g
p a t h s

3 . S a f e l y  n a v i g a t e
m a j o r  c o r r i d o r s

M a j o r  C o r r i d o r s :

R o u t e s  5 9  a n d  1 4 ;
B a r r i n g t o n  R d . ,  E l a
R d . ,  C u b a  R d . ,
K e l s e y  R d . ,  L a k e
C o o k  R d . ,  R i v e r  R d . ,
R o b e r t s  R d .

G u i d i n g  P r i n c i p l e  -
S a f e  A c c e s s  t o :
  A .  S c h o o l s
  B .  R e c r e a t i o n      
      a r e a s
  C .  C o m m e r c i a l  
      a r e a s  a n d  j o b  
      c e n t e r s

R EC O M M E N D E D  P R OJ ECTS
I N C LU D E  I N  LO N G  R A N G E  P L A N S :

C O M P L E T E  W I T H I N  1 0  Y E A R S



T h e m e s  f r o m
P u b l i c  C o m m e n t :

1 . S a f e  a c c e s s  t o
s c h o o l s

2 . C o n n e c t  e x i s t i n g
p a t h s

3 . S a f e l y  n a v i g a t e
m a j o r  c o r r i d o r s

M a j o r  C o r r i d o r s :

R o u t e s  5 9  a n d  1 4 ;
B a r r i n g t o n  R d . ,  E l a
R d . ,  C u b a  R d . ,
K e l s e y  R d . ,  L a k e
C o o k  R d . ,  R i v e r  R d . ,
R o b e r t s  R d .

G u i d i n g  P r i n c i p l e  -
S a f e  A c c e s s  t o :
  A .  S c h o o l s
  B .  R e c r e a t i o n      
      a r e a s
  C .  C o m m e r c i a l  
      a r e a s  a n d  j o b  
      c e n t e r s

R EC O M M E N D E D  P R OJ ECTS

S U C C E S S  STO R I E S :
 R EC E N T LY  C O M P L ET E D  O R  U N D E R WAY



S u c c e s s f u l  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h i s  p l a n  w i l l  d e p e n d  o n
s e v e r a l  f a c t o r s :

I .     A v a i l a b l e  R e s o u r c e s

Funding will be a critical hurdle for each project recommended in
this report - as it is for any major initiative.  Each of these projects
has the support of full region and would enhance the quality of life
for numerous residents and communities. These projects are a
great choice for funding programs that aim to provide or improve
safe non-motorized access to schools, commercial and recreation
areas, public transit,  and job centers.  

I I .   I n t e r g o v e r n m e n t a l  C o o p e r a t i o n

BACOG communities recognize that projects within a single
community can have significant benefits for the region as a whole.
Those that cross municipal boundaries can have similar, and
potentially greater, benefits for our residents. These projects
require governments across the region, from municipalities and
townships to counties, the State of Ill inois, and even the federal
government, to coordinate and work together toward
implementation.

I I I .  C o n t i n u e d  P u b l i c  E n g a g e m e n t   

It is a key priority for local governments in the BACOG region to
ensure a safe and vibrant community that reflects the needs and
priorities of its residents. To achieve this goal,  it is imperative to
continue active engagement with area residents. Local
governments need to keep listening – and adjust, when possible –
to meet the changing needs of the community.

VI .  C O N C LU S IO N





Fo r  f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  p l e a s e  r e a c h  o u t  t o  u s  a t
b a c o g @ b a c o g . o r g

1 1 2  A l g o n q u i n  R o a d ,  B a r r i n g t o n  H i l l s ,  I L  6 0 0 1 0
8 4 7- 3 8 1 - 7 8 7 1

w w w . b a c o g . o r g
C o n n e c t  w i t h  u s :  Fa c e b o o k ,  I n s t a g r a m ,  a n d  X


