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MINUTES OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING OF THE  

BARRINGTON AREA COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS 

HELD AT BARRINGTON HILLS VILLAGE HALL 

                                                              April 26, 2022 

 

Members Present: Joe Abbate – South Barrington; Dan Fitzgerald - Barrington Township; 

Karen Darch - Barrington; Greg Rusteberg– Deer Park; Brian Cecola – Barrington Hills: Karen 

Daulton-Lange – Lake Barrington 
  

Staff Present: Kimberly Saunders – Executive Director; Mary Tarpey – Board Secretary; Chase 

Blazier – Treasurer 

 

Others Present:  

 

Not Present: Dave Parro – Tower Lakes 
 
CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order by Rusteberg at 7:05 pm. Roll call was taken. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

There was no public comment. 

 

INDUSTRY UPDATE – BACOG TREASURER CHASE BLAZIER 

Blazier reported that new accounting standards are coming into effect regarding the definition of 

leases and cloud-based subscription plans. He advised that auditors should raise these issues with 

their local government clients. Blazier is available for questions and can provide materials 

prepared by the Eder Casella team as needed. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES FOR MARCH 29, 2022 

On a motion by Abbate and a second by Darch, the minutes for March 29, 2022, were 

unanimously approved by all members present on a roll call vote.  

 

APPROVAL OF TREASURER’S REPORT FOR APRIL 2022 

On a motion by Cecola and a second by Darch, the Treasurer’s Report for April 2022 was 

unanimously approved by all members present on a roll call vote. 

 

 

COMMITTEE AND LIAISON REPORTS 

 

Legislative Committee (President Darch):  

Darch reported that the Spring Legislative Session ended in early April. LGDF was only raised 

to 6.16%. She anticipates a group of COGs will meet to discuss a strategy moving forward next 

Spring. Saunders reported that the COG coalition with which BACOG worked on LGDF this 

Spring will be preparing letters to the State Legislators that co-sponsored the LGDF legislation to 

thank them for their support of local governments.  Letters also will be prepared for the 

Governor and four Legislative Leaders. 
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Finance Committee Meeting (President Cecola): 

Cecola reported that the Finance Committee met prior to this meeting and approved the proposed 

FY2022-23 Budget. Saunders will recirculate the proposed budget to members and asked that 

they present it to their respective boards of trustees prior to the June BACOG executive board 

meeting. 

 

Northwest Water Planning Alliance: 

No report. The next meeting will be held in May. 

 

DISCUSSION ITEMS & MEMBER REPORTS 

 

Connecting the Region’s Paths, Trails, and Forest Preserve Properties (President 

Rusteberg): Rusteberg reported that he addressed the Board last month regarding the 

connectivity of bike trails. He has met with Lake County representatives, who informed him that 

they have bike infrastructure plans through 2040 and provided a map which has been distributed 

to all Board members. Rusteberg indicated that there are still some opportunities to add 

complementary trails that would link current paths between Cook and Lake Counties and looked 

forward to BACOG working on this issue on behalf of the region.  Saunders in inviting County 

representatives to future BACOG executive board meetings to present additional details.  

 

RTA Infrastructure Planning (Executive Director): McCombie asked other members for their 

outside counsel recommendations utilized for lawsuits and labor contract negotiations. Members 

discussed different recommendations for various areas of expertise. 

 

Community Development and Events Update (Program Coordinator): Tarpey reported that 

BACOG staff is working to strengthen partnerships with nonprofit and government entities 

throughout the region.  As part of this initiative, a Community Partnership page had been added 

to the BACOG website. This page features nearly 20 local community organizations with links 

to their websites. Please forward any more groups to staff. This page highlights the good work of 

local nonprofits and strengthens the community ties between BACOG and member communities. 

 

Barrington Township: Fitzgerald reported that the FY2022-23 Township budget has been 

approved.  

 

Lake Barrington: Daulton-Lange reported that they are accepting bids for the roads project. 

Due to the war in Ukraine, there are water main supply delays that will affect everyone. A new 

ladies clothing store opened in Pepper Park and the Fetherling Park Open House is scheduled for 

April 30. All are welcome to attend. 

 

Barrington Hills: Cecola reported that there will be an Electronic Recycling event held at 

Village Hall that will be open to all. The Lake Cook Road project, from Hager to Hart Road may 

start in June. The construction is anticipated to last for 4 weeks. There have been a few roadside 

cleanups by different organizations’ volunteers, including the Riding Club. Finally, anyone is 

welcome to take a free Oak Tree sapling. 
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South Barrington: Abbate reported that the Village is busy with the new community and 

residential development coming to South Barrington. This will be a high-end development, with 

homes starting at $1.5M. There have been two public open houses so far regarding this. The 

South Barrington Park District is back to running at full capacity. 

Barrington: Darch mentioned the local news of the Avian Flu outbreak reported at Bakers Lake. 

Forest Preserve representatives are out patrolling the area to try and figure out how this outbreak 

occurred. PepsiCo is closing its facility on Lake Cook Road (across the street from Barrington 

High School). All staff will be out by September. It is unknown what the plans are for the 

building. A traffic light may be installed on Lake Cook Road in front of the High School to ease 

traffic during peak school times. There are several events planned throughout the summer in 

Barrington. Art Fest will be held May 28 and 29, over Memorial Day weekend, along with the 

annual Memorial Day parade and cemetery ceremony. 

 

Deer Park: Rusteberg reported that the Village is working with Deer Park Town Center to 

promote 20 events and programs this year to bring more awareness to the shopping area. The 

Village’s budget is expected to be approved at the end of the month. For the first time, Deer Park 

has postponed its road program for Deer Park Blvd. They are coordinating timing with the 

federal funding coming through the Community Project initiative sponsored by Congressman 

Casten.  Funds may not arrive until October and work cannot be completed in advance. Finally, 

Rusteberg noted that due to the Lake County redistricting, Deer Park will no longer be in 

Catherine Sbarrra’s 19th district. Deer Park will be in the district of Marah Altenberg (20th 

district), who is based in Buffalo Grove. 

 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

Saunders reported that Advocate Good Shepard has agreed to coordinate an Emergency 

Preparedness Tabletop for BACOG area officials to be held in 2023. Planning, including 

selection of specific topic, will start this year. IDOT has been asking for input on the proposed 

Highway Safety Plan. Saunders will circulate a link for BACOG members to provide their input. 

Finally, Saunders noted that Janet’s renewed contract is included in the FY2022-23 Budget and 

noted that, in accordance with the contract terms, she would be providing Agnoletti with a 

written notice of intent to renew. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

On a motion by Cecola and second by Darch, the meeting unanimously adjourned at 8:05 pm. The 

May 24, 2022, Board meeting will be held at Tower Lakes Village Hall. 

 

Submitted by: 

Mary Tarpey, Secretary 


