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MINUTES OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING OF THE  

BARRINGTON AREA COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS 

HELD AT SOUTH BARRINGTON VILLAGE HALL 

                                                              March 29, 2022 

 

Members Present: Paula McCombie – South Barrington; Dave Parro – Tower Lakes: Bob 

Alberding - Barrington Township; Karen Darch - Barrington; Greg Rusteberg– Deer Park; Brian 

Cecola – Barrington Hills 
  

Staff Present: Kimberly Saunders – Executive Director; Mary Tarpey – Board Secretary; Chase 

Blazier – Treasurer 

 

Others Present: Steve Johnstone – Apex; Dale Diener – Apex; P. Denise Israel –Teasel Think 

Tank 
 

Not Present: Susie Perkins – Lake Barrington 

 
CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order by McCombie at 7:00 pm. Roll call was taken. 

 

DISCUSSION WITH INVITED GUEST 

McCombie welcomed Steve Johnstone and Dale Diener from Apex Builders who introduced 

themselves on behalf of their church, which is looking for 7-8 acres to build a new church 

building in the Northwest suburbs, including the BACOG area.  

 
P. Denise Israel, a 44-year, Barrington Hills resident, shared information with the Board about 

the invasive plant, Teasel. Her group partners with CFC in its efforts to eradicate the invasive 

plant, which overtakes healthy native plants and grasses. She asked that the members share 

pictures and information with their residents about Teasel and ways to eradicate it. 

 
All thanked the Executive Board for the opportunity to present their updates. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES FOR FEBRUARY 22, 2022 

On a motion by Alberding and a second by Parro, the minutes for February 22, 2022, were 

unanimously approved on a roll call vote.  

 

APPROVAL OF TREASURER’S REPORT FOR MARCH 2022 

On a motion by Alberding and a second by Rusteberg, the Treasurer’s Report for March 2022 

was unanimously approved on a roll call vote. 

 

COMMITTEE AND LIAISON REPORTS 

Legislative Committee (President Darch):  

Darch reported that she attended IML Lobby Day which was held on March 23—the first in-

person Lobby Day since 2019. Attendees heard presentations from Governor JB Pritzker, Illinois 

House Speaker Emanuel Chris Welch (D-Hillside), Illinois Senate President Don Harmon (D-

Oak Park), Illinois Senate Minority Leader Dan McConchie (R- Hawthorn Woods) and House 
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Cities and Villages Chairman Anthony DeLuca (D-Chicago Heights). Leader McConchie 

encouraged a big push for LGDF. The General Assembly still must approve a State Fiscal Year 

(SFY) 2023 budget prior to its adjournment. Local elected officials are asked to call their State 

Representative and encourage them to support an increase in LGDF as part of the SFY 2023 

budget and continue to actively support HB 4169 (Rep. DeLuca-Chicago Heights) which 

increases LGDF from 6.06% of state income tax collections to 8%. 

Darch reported that SB 2298, Sen. Gillespie's TIF bill which limits municipal authority regarding 

TIF creation/operations, may be called for a vote in the Senate by the end of the week. IML 

remains opposed.  Darch encouraged each member to reach out to Senate Minority Leader Dan 

McConchie this week and urge him to oppose this bill. 

 

Finance Committee Meeting (President Cecola): 

Cecola reported that the Finance Committee met prior to this meeting to review the proposed 

FY2022-23 Budget. The Committee will vote on the new budget at the April meeting. 

 

Northwest Water Planning Alliance (President McCombie): 

McCombie reported that the meeting was canceled so there is no report. The next meeting will 

be held in May. 

 

DISCUSSION ITEMS & MEMBER REPORTS 

Sustainability Projects: Saunders asked members to share their Sustainability efforts so they 

can pool efforts on concrete steps on achieving goals. For example, how to handle issues such as 

electric vehicle charging stations. This topic will also be discussed at the next Administrators’ 

Roundtable on May 2. Members agreed to share information with each other. McCombie 

mentioned that most of South Barrington conservation efforts are through the South Barrington 

Conservancy and recycling efforts.  

 

Use of Outside Counsel: McCombie asked other members for their outside counsel 

recommendations utilized when involved in multiple lawsuits and labor contract negotiations. 

Members discussed different recommendations for various issues. 

 

Deer Park: Rusteberg reported that he met with the Lake County Directors of Transportation 

and Planning to discuss plans connecting parks and trails. He is hoping to increase safe trail 

connections between Cuba Marsh with other forest preserve properties and nearby communities. 

He noted that the largest property owner in Deer Park is the Lake County Forest Preserve, and he 

hopes to increase the utilization of open spaces. The County is implementing 20-year plans, 

which they will send to Rusteberg. He will share updates with the Executive Board at the April 

meeting. Members discussed possible coordination across BACOG for connecting trails, open 

space, and bikeways, and asked Saunders to invite the Lake County representatives to a future 

BACOG executive board meeting. 

 

Rusteberg reported that 624 people participated in the St. Patrick’s Day Walk/Run. The Deer 

Park Trustees are evaluating uses for the Vehe Barn and will seek input from residents. Finally, 

U.S. Congressman Casten helped secure $617,000 in Deer Park road projects in the federal 

budget. 
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Barrington: Darch reported that the first-ever “Brrrington Winter Fest” family event was a huge 

success. This event especially appealed to families with children 3-10 years old. The Village will 

host this event again next year. Thanks to Congressman Casten, Barrington will receive 

$500,000 towards a pedestrian grade crossing at the CN tracks on Main Street. Finally, the 

Village continues to make progress on the Rt. 14 underpass project. 

 

South Barrington: McCombie reported that there will be two public hearings, April 12 and 13, 

for the new housing projects and Allstate building projects. South Barrington recently hired a 

road engineer to provide an assessment of the roads. Members discussed alternative strategies 

and recent experiences with road maintenance efforts.  

 

Barrington Hills: Cecola reported that there is significant residential building activity in 

Barrington Hills. The two staff members in the office are very busy. The Barrington Hills board 

awarded the road program to Orange Crush. There are no community events to report at this 

time. 

 

Barrington Township: Alberding reported that the FY2022-23 Township budget has been 

temporarily approved. The Township is working on a five-year plan to replace bridges and street 

resurfacing, project costs which exceed the current budget. They are seeking additional funding 

to help cover these costs. 

 

Tower Lakes: Parro reported that Tower Lakes had nothing to share with members. 

 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

Saunders reported that due to the time constraints of the Lake County lab staff, the Level 1 

private well water testing that BACOG facilitates in partnership with the Lake County Public 

Health Department. is shifting to the fall and will likely follow the same drive-thru model. They 

will host a Drug Take Back Event at the same time. BACOG staff has received a few questions 

from residents about Level 2 Water Testing and would like the help of the Water Resources 

Committee to provide guidance on what residents should be testing for. Illinois State Water 

Survey has agreed to donate staff time to check water levels this summer, which may also 

incorporate some water quality testing at no cost to BACOG.  Janet Angoletti and Saunders 

continue to explore funding options for the Water Quality Network Program and evaluating how 

to maintain the integrity of the program. Finally, BACOG staff is hoping to hold the Annual 

Dinner this fall, which will highlight 50+ years of BACOG. Typically, all member Trustees and 

their spouses are invited.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

On a motion by Cecola and second by Alberding, the meeting unanimously adjourned at 8:44 pm. 

The April 26, 2022, Board meeting will be held at Barrington Hills Village Hall. 

 

Submitted by: 

Mary Tarpey, Secretary 


