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MINUTES OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING OF THE  

BARRINGTON AREA COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS 

HELD VIA ZOOM CONFERENCE CALL 

                                                              September 21, 2021 

 

 

Members Present: Paula McCombie – South Barrington; Bob Alberding - Barrington 

Township; Karen Darch - Barrington; Greg Rusteberg– Deer Park; Brian Cecola – Barrington 

Hills; Susie Perkins – Lake Barrington; Dave Parro – Tower Lakes 

 

Staff Present: Kimberly Saunders - Executive Director; Mary Tarpey – Board Secretary 

 

Others Present: Catherine Sbarra – Lake County Board Member; Ilana Forbes – North 

Suburban Legal Aid Clinic  

 

Not Present: Natalia Turturica – Treasurer 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson McCombie at 7:02 pm. Roll call was taken. 

 

DISCUSSION WITH INVITED GUEST LAKE COUNTY BOARD MEMBER 

CATHERINE SBARRA 

President McCombie welcomed Catherine Sbarra, Lake County Board member, and thanked her 

for attending the meeting. Sbarra mentioned that she had recently met with Saunders and Tarpey 

and is happy connect with BACOG members. Sbarra reported that a new, borderless countywide 

paratransit service is getting closer to launching in Lake County. The Lake County Board 

approved a resolution to work with Pace Suburban Bus on a new paratransit service known as 

Ride Lake County. The proposed Ride Lake County service aims to provide one consistent 

service that individuals age 60+ and those with disabilities can use to get to work, grocery stores, 

medical appointments and more throughout Lake County. Existing paratransit services will 

remain in place until the new service is launched, which is expected in 2022. 

 

Back to Business (B2B) Grant Program: B2B grants, ranging from $5,000 to $150,000 are 

available to help small businesses hit hardest by the COVID-19 pandemic. The link for the 

application has been sent to Saunders and Tarpey. 

 

On September 14, the Lake County Board extended the current temporary landscape waste open 

burning ordinance until January 1, 2022. The current restrictions allow open burning in 

unincorporated areas from sunrise to sunset only on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays. The 

extension also permits open burning from sunrise to sunset on any day of the week if the burning 

occurs at least 500 feet from the nearest habitable structure. This temporary ordinance has been 

in place for much of 2021 while the Lake County Board explores options and alternatives for 

permanent restrictions on open burning and consolidated waste hauling services (including 

landscape waste) in the unincorporated areas. 

 

President McCombie thanked her for the Lake County update and asked if anyone had any 

questions. Darch mentioned that Barrington is in both Cook and Lake County and that Cook 
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County has been operating PACE busses for senior citizens giving them rides to the hospitals 

and appointments. This program has been supported by the Village of Barrington, Barrington 

Township, Cuba Township and the Village of Lake Barrington. It is a program to be aware of as 

the Lake County Board finalizes the details of the new Lake County paratransit program.  

 
Darch requested clarification on the current Open Burning Policy. While there is no open 

burning permitted in the Village of Barrington, it is permitted in unincorporated areas. If the 

burning is more than 500 feet from the nearest habitable structure, it is allowed every day, 

sunrise to sunset. If it is not more than 500 feel from the nearest habitable structure, it is only 

permitted Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday, sunrise to sunset through January 2022. 

 
Rusteberg thanked Sbarro for her support on a number of endeavors over the last three months. 

 
Cecola said that Barrington Hills covers four counties. They just revised their Open Burn 

Ordinance, which is permitted seven days/week, to increase the allowed burn size from a five 

foot radius to a ten foot radius. It must be 50 feet away from structures with the increased burn 

size. This is monitored by the Police, and if the wind is over 12 mph., open burning is prohibited.  

 
Sbarra thanked the Executive Board for having her and hopes to meet with those she hasn’t met 

in person, soon. 

 

COMMUNITY REPORTS/PUBLIC COMMENT 

Domestic Violence Awareness Month: McCombie introduced Ilana Forbes, Senior Staff 

Attorney from the North Suburban Legal Aid Clinic in Highland Park. October is Domestic 

Violence Prevention Month nationwide. This month is dedicated to raising awareness about 

domestic violence, including what it looks like, the availability of services and the costs to 

families and communities. Domestic violence is not confined to one group of people: it crosses 

all economic, gender, racial and societal barriers. It means much more than just physical harm 

under the statute in Illinois. It includes harassment, mental, emotional and financial harm. The 

North Suburban Legal Aid Clinic offers assistance in obtaining emergency and plenary orders of 

protection, assistance with divorces and parentage cases.  The Clinic has a domestic violence 

social worker on staff to assist with safety planning, shelter, counseling, housing, state benefits, 

food & clothing and financial employments assistance. As domestic violence is prevalent in 

every community, the North Suburban Legal Aid Clinic hopes to partner with each of the 

villages and townships in BACOG to help spread awareness about domestic Violence. If willing, 

a Clinic representative will come to your organization October meeting to share information. The 

Clinic also requests that each partner community declares Domestic Violence Awareness Month 

and encourage each of them to join forces with victim service providers, criminal justice officials 

and concerned citizens to raise public awareness of domestic violence. If your village or 

township is willing to issue a proclamation, please reach out to Forbes directly. The Clinic would 

be happy to partner with you and help with information resources and samples.  All requested 

that Forbes send this information to their offices for distribution. In addition to the information, 

McCombie requested that a clinic representative attend the South Barrington Village Board 

Meeting on October 14 and a link for her Friday South Barrington eblast. Forbes thanked the 

Board for having her and hopes to partner with our communities in the near future. 

 
MINUTES FOR AUGUST 24, 2021 
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McCombie noted two corrections for the August 24, 2021 Executive Board meeting minutes. In 

the South Barrington Member Report, the firm hired was Hausal & Lavigne (spelling 

correction). The survey McCombie reported on went to all South Barrington residents, 

approximately 1500 people. At the time of that meeting, they had received approximately 400 

responses, but now it is more than 500. 

 
On a motion by Rusteberg and a second by Darch, the minutes for August 24, 2021, were 

unanimously approved on a roll call vote.  

 

TREASURER’S REPORT FOR SEPTEMBER 2021 

On a motion by Alberding and a second by Darch, the Treasurer’s Report for September 2021 

was unanimously approved on a roll call vote. 

 

COMMITTEE AND LIAISON REPORTS 

Legislative Committee (President Darch):  

Darch reported that the Legislature finished the Energy Bill last week, but because it took so 

long, there may be only one day of Veto sessions. Looking to the Spring sessions, other COGs 

and the Mayors Causus are interested in Anthony DeLuca’s bill which will gradually restore a 

10% share of LGDF to municipalities. Currently it is 6%, and they have been pushing it to 8% 

and eventually 10% of the LGDF funds. 

 

The Illinois Municipal League meeting is this weekend. The Legislative Committee will meet 

there to identify some key issues for 2022. If any members have any new ideas for this, please let 

her or Saunders know. At the next Legislative Committee meeting, they will begin to work on 

the 2022 Platform. Darch will have more from the Legislative Committee at the next meeting. 

 

McCombie mentioned that she is contemplating writing a letter to Governor Pritzker to bring the 

Legislators back to vote on Issues (for example, Covid issues) rather than issue Executive 

Orders. Darch said that leaders Chris Welch and Doug Harmon should receive that letter asking 

them to call the Legislators back into session. The committee discussed a letter from all BACOG 

Members to Governor Pritzker and legislative leaders Chris Welch and Doug Harmon. 

 

Saunders encouraged members to target the correspondence targeted to the issues to focus on 

within the Covid response. 

 

On a motion by Darch and a second by Rusteberg, BACOG will draft a letter to Governor 

Pritzker and Legislative Leaders respectfully requesting Legislative involvement in the Covid 

response. 

 

Darch reported that the Lake Michigan Water Communities have been notified what their Lake 

Michigan water supply allocations will be substantially cut in 2022. Those communities will 

likely take action to inquire the basis of this action. If a Lake Michigan Water Community wants 

to increase its water allocation, the community must have an approved building permit. Just one 

of the BACOG communities (Deer Park) face this issue as it receives Lake Michigan water. 

Rusteberg said that they are under negotiations with Palatine for more water. Darch further 

surmised that this was an example of an administrative agency that could implement something 

so impactful ostensibly as an effort to curb suburban sprawl, but could have negative 
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implications for more BACOG communities not relying on Lake Michigan water as buidlers 

may increase their efforts in these areas to avoid Lake Michigan water issues. 

 

Northwest Water Planning Alliance (President McCombie):  

McCombie reported that unfortunately there was not a quorum, so the meeting was canceled, and 

there is no report. 

 
BYLAWS AMENDMENT TO FINANCE COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP STRUCTURE, 

AS RECOMMENDED BY POLICY & LONG-RANGE COMMITTEE 

 

On a motion by Perkins and a second by Darch the bylaws amendment to the Finance Committee 

structure as recommended by the Policy & Long-Range Committee was unanimously approved 

on a roll call vote. 

 

DISCUSSION ITEMS 

 

Building Permits and Impact Fees:  

Saunders introduced the discussion items of Building Permit and Impact Fees that were 

recommended at the August 5 Administrators Roundtable.  

 

McCombie stated that South Barrington is the biggest contributor of impact fees, followed by 

Barrington. The formula for payment to the school district was recommended by (Janet 

Agnoletti) BACOG. To date, Barrington has contributed $154,000 and South Barrington has 

contributed $475,000, North Barrington $31,487 to the school district. Inverness, Deer Park, 

unincorporated Lake and Fox River Grove do not have impact fees.  

 

McCombie stated that South Barrington is currently reviewing its building permit fees by 

obtaining information from other communities. The fees vary between commercial, residential 

and industrial. It would be helpful to coordinate with neighbors 

 

Darch recommended that BACOG requests this information (Building permits, impact fees and 

road bonds) directly from the Administrators so that the members can compare. 

 

Celcola said that Barrington Hills is interested in comparing this information with the other 

members. Currently, Barrington Hills does not have many building permit fees. He would be 

especially interested in the road bonds as it related to the wear on roads caused by all the trucks 

from the building. 

 

Parro recalled an attempt made at the model for impact fees requested by the school district 

(through BACOG) . Tower Lakes has the same road bond experience at Barrington Hills. Used 

to have road bonds, an administrative burden, which would be refunded once the project was 

completed if no damage. This was eliminated by a 10% surcharge added to all building permits 

that goes to road funds. 

 

Saunders will collect this information (flat fees and formulas for building permits, flat fees and 

road bonds) from each Administrator into a spreadsheet to be shared with all member 

Administrators and Presidents. 
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Shredding Events: 

 Members that have not hosted a shredding event need practical information including fees that 

may be charged, do hosts verify residency, how to run them and how to publicize the event. 

McCombie said that South Barrington hosted one last Saturday. SWANCC runs it. South 

Barrington Board members and committee members volunteer at the event to unload boxes from 

cars and trucks. Residents generally love these events. Participants do not need to be South 

Barrington residents (just need to live in a SWANCC community)—people came from as far 

away as Winnetka. South Barrington advertises with a sign in front of Village Hall and notices in 

the weekly e-blast starting three weeks prior to the event. Darch reported that Barrington’s next 

shredding event is Saturday, October 23, 9:00am – 1:00pm in the Metra parking lot. It is also run 

by SWANCC. Volunteers check IDs and it is a popular event. SWANCC member communities 

are invited to attend.  

 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

Saunders reported that the (virtual) Annual Legislative Breakfast, co-hosted with Barrington 

220 and the Barrington Chamber of Commerce, is being rescheduled for November 10, 8:30 – 

10am. The Event will be publicized and information will be sent out to staff once legislator 

attendance is confirmed. Please let Saunders know of any topics members would like raised: as a 

co-host, BACOG will be directing the questioning for a portion of the town hall. Registration 

and details are available on the Barrington Chamber of Commerce website: 

www.barringtonchamber.com. 

 

County & State Level Outreach: BACOG is working on initiating contact with county & state 

staff and elected officials with a goal of strengthening the relationship with governments and 

increasing cooperation. As Catherine Sbarra, Lake County Board member mentioned tonight, we 

met with her last week. Staff has also met with building division and county administrators and 

County Administrator’s office, including those handling the Covid response. They were also 

interested in how BACOG communities are spending ARPA funding, especially if towns are 

using funds in a cooperative manner across municipal and township boundaries. Storm water 

management is one of the areas they may allocate that funding. BACOG staff will meet with 

Lake County Department of Transportation representatives next week.  

 

Annual water level testing is now complete. GIS and water staff are working to ensure data 

accuracy. Results are expected soon. This represents a great partnership between USGS, ISWS, 

Flint Creek/Spring Creek Watershed Partnership, and over 60 municipal water operators in and 

beyond the BACOG area. 

 

Annual Water Quality Well Network testing is underway and will continue through October. 

They are spreading out the timing of this testing to facilitate the workload at the state lab. All 

communities are paying $35/test. The pricing is restructured as of September 1 to $176/test and 

does not include all of the parameters included in the current test. This network now includes a 

well in Deer Park- which is a great addition to help ensure comprehensive coverage of the 

BACOG area. 

 

The Salt Smart Collaborative (NWPA is a member) is offering a de-icing workshop at the end of 

September and first two weeks of October, designed for public works staff. It is focused on 

minimizing chlorine impact. These three-hour workshops are $45 each and focused on best 

http://www.barringtonchamber.com/
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practices for roads with a separate workshop for parking lots and sidewalks. Saunders will 

circulate the information to all members and administrators. 

 

Rusteberg had a question he received from a resident inquiring about the status of the aquifer. 

Saunders said that according to Janet and Tomacz, the levels were up approximately 5 feet over 

the previous 5 years, but now are apparently back down a couple of feet. These measurements 

were taken in July, so does not take into consideration any of the rain we have had since then. 

Overall we are seeing some impact of the drought on the aquifer. Darch mentioned that Janet 

Angoletti has written a series of three articles to educate people about water and our aquifer. 

 

Darch informed Saunders that she may not be able to attend the November 10 Virtual Town Hall 

due to a scheduling conflict (CMAP Board Meeting). 

 

The next Executive Board meeting will be Tuesday, October 26 at Barrington Hills Village Hall.  

 

MEMBER REPORTS 

Deer Park: Rusteberg reported that their (Ela) Township assessor, John Barrington, passed away 

suddenly. He was only 39 years old and leaves behind his wife, who has MS, and 6 children. 

There is a GoFundMe page for those who would like to contribute to his family. 

 

Deer Park had a trustee workshop last weekend led by TESCA to hone in on the IML booklet 

and set annual and five-year goals. The group used survey results from their residents to measure 

where they were in their goals. The TIFF mentioned last month just had its judicial board of 

review which will conclude this Thursday. They are hoping for a positive result. Finally, the 

Food Truck event was successful, and Deer Park will have more Food Truck events. 

 

Barrington: Darch reported good rail news: CN bowed out of trying to acquire Kansas City Rail 

Road. It looks like Canadian Pacific Rail Road will try and merge with Kansas City Southern. 

There are lots of upcoming events in Barrington. The BHS Homecoming parade is October 2 

down Main Street. The following weekend, October 9, there will be a Plein Air Event with 30 

artists, CFC’s 50th Anniversary Celebration is the same day. October 10 is the Crop Walk. On 

October 15 there will be another concert in the Metra parking lot. October 16 is the annual 

Scarecrow Fest. All of these event details can be found on the Village website, e blast, or 

newsletter. 

 

Barrington Hills: Cecola reported that the 9th Annual Barrington Hills Fall Fest was held on 

September 19, 1:00-4:00pm. They had their largest turnout of approximately 300-500 people. 

Barrington Hills co-hosted a Senior Citizen Financial Scam Seminar with Cook County 

Commissioner Kevin Morrison and Assistant State’s Attorney Leanna Miehlich.  House 

development continues to be busy. A movie is being filmed in a house on Lake Cook Road. 

 

Barrington Township:  

Alberding reported that the Chipper will pick up in unincorporated Barrington the first weeks of 

October. Information is on their website and Nextdoor. 

 

Lake Barrington: 

Perkins reported that this past Saturday was the annual Barn Stomp event (for Lake Barrington 

residents only). It was a great outdoor event. The new Featherling Park is now open and 

encouraged Members to come out and enjoy the outdoors in the new park. Residents can 



 

Page 7 
 

participate in a shredding event hosted by Cuba Township on Saturday, October 23. Residents 

are permitted to open burn (without a permit) October 1 – May 31, 9:00am - 6:00pm 

 

Tower Lakes: 

Parro reported that the school bus incident earlier today resulted in no injuries. Children were 

released to their parents. There is a new intergovernmental Route 59 agreement to share police 

control between Tower Lakes, Lake Barrington and North Barrington. This replaces what 

expired in the pandemic. D220 will soon fix the entrance on Miller Road. 

  

South Barrington:  

Work continues on development of the Allstate property – the deal that was mentioned last 

meeting has fallen through. Plans are still being considered for a Joe Elias residential 

development on Palatine Road called the Kane Property. Plans for this are still to be determined. 

Houses will be $1M- $1.4. McCombie will meet with Cook county to discuss the additional 

traffic on Penny Road and Mundhank Roads. There will be a Halloween Festival 12-3 in the 

Arboretum. More events can be found on the South Barington website. McCombie reported 

continued positive feedback from their resident survey. Darch asked if the new Joe Elias 

property will be well & septic, McCombie confirmed yes. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

On a motion by Alberding and second by Cecola, the meeting unanimously adjourned at 8:31 pm. 

The October 26 board meeting will be held at Barrington Hills Village Hall. 

 

Submitted by: 

Mary Tarpey, Secretary 


