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MINUTES OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING OF THE  

BARRINGTON AREA COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS 

HELD AT DEER PARK VEHE BARN 

                                                              June 22, 2021 

 

 

Members Present: Bob Alberding - Barrington Township; Karen Darch - Barrington; Greg 

Rusteberg– Deer Park; Brian Cecola – Barrington Hills; Joe Abbate – Alternate South 

Barrington; David Parro – Tower Lakes 

 

Staff Present: Mary Tarpey – Board Secretary; Kimberly Saunders - Executive Director 

 

Others Present: Janet Agnoletti 

 

Not Present: Natalia Turturica – Treasurer 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Darch at 7:03 pm. Roll call was taken. 

 

COMMUNITY REPORTS / PUBLIC COMMENT 

There were no community reports or public comment. 

 

MINUTES FOR JUNE 15, 2021 

On a motion by Alberding and a second by Cecola, the minutes for June 15, 2021, were 

unanimously approved on a roll call vote.  

 

TREASURER’S REPORT FOR JUNE 2021 

Saunders distributed an updated Treasurer’s Report reflecting one correction. On a motion by 

Rusteberg and a second by Alberding, the Treasurer’s Report for June 2021 was unanimously 

approved on a roll call vote. 

 

LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE REPORT  

Darch reported that the Legislative Committee has not met, and that the Legislative session has 

ended. Darch and Saunders provided an overview of legislation approved by the general 

assembly that may be relevant to local government operations, including: HB 3443, the trailer 

bill to the SAFE-T Act; HB 813 which authorizes use of funds for safety improvement along rail 

lines; the state fiscal year 2021-22 budget implementation bill; HB 633 which preempts local 

authority to govern vegetable gardens on private property; and HB 270 which removes the 20% 

match requirement for pedestrian and bike path portion of projects on state roads.  

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT   

 
Cecola reported that the Finance Committee recommended that the Executive Board authorize 

the Executive Director to enter into a contract with Randall Gross & Company to perform a full 

financial audit, noting the benefit (in a year with significant staff and Treasurer transition) to 

retaining the firm that had provided financial reviews in recent years 
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On a motion by Abbate and a second by Rusteberg, the Finance Committee’s recommendation 

regarding engagement of Randall Gross & Company for a full financial audit was unanimously 

approved by all members on a roll call vote. 

 

SELECTION OF JANET AGNOLETTI TO PROVIDE CONTACT SERVICES 

RELATED TO THE WATER RESOURCES INITIATIVE AND AUTHORIZATION 

FOR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR TO ENTER INTO THE CONTRACT 

 

At the June 15, 2021, Executive Board meeting, the board directed the Executive Director to 

prepare a contract for Janet Agnoletti for Ground Water monitoring and analysis. The terms of 

this contract are to pay only for hours worked; include a “not-to-exceed” amount; and pursue 

either a two-year contract or a one-year contract with the option to renew for one or two 

additional years at the hourly rate. Members noted the importance of preparing over the next 2-3 

years for the long-term sustainability of the program. 

 

On motion by Abbate and a second by Parro, the Board unanimously approved the selection of 

Janet Agnoletti to perform the contract services related to the Water Resources Initiative and 

authorized the Executive Director to enter into the contract for Janet Agnoletti as presented, for 

one year, with an option for a second year at the same hourly rate. 

 

FY2021-22 BUDGET AND MEMBER ASSESSMENTS 

 

Saunders reported that the number of hours in the groundwater contract has the potential to 

increase from the 130 hours that was included in the original proposed budget, to 150 hours. 

Darch recommended that the Board approve the budget as proposed, with one adjustment: 

authorizing up to $1,800 from cash reserves to be used for the additional groundwater contract 

hours, if needed.   

 

On a motion by Abbate and a second by Rusteberg, the FY2021-22 budget, as adjusted, was 

unanimously approved on a roll call vote. 

 

ACQUISITION OF WATER TESTING KITS FOR THE BACOG WATER QUALITY 

WELL NETWORK 2021 TESTING DATES 

 

Saunders reported that the Illinois State Water Survey (ISWS) is undergoing a rate review of 

their water testing practices driven by the University of Illinois’ Department of Government 

Costing and the conclusion that the lab does not have a legislative directive to provide low-cost 

testing services for well water owned by Illinois residents and local governments. The lab 

anticipates a significant cost increase for well water testing to go into effect as early as July 1, 

2021 (increasing from $35 per sample to at least $200 per sample). This will have a direct impact 

on the BACOG Water Quality Well Network as well as individual residents of BACOG 

communities who have sought level 2 well water testing through ISWS. Saunders reported that 

she had a conference call with the lab’s co-director and staff and they have agreed that BACOG 

may purchase water testing kits required for the next round of tests scheduled for the Water 

Quality Well Network prior to June 30, locking in the current rate of $35 per sample. Shipment 

of these kits would then be scheduled to coincide with regular testing dates in Fall 2021.There 

are 22 wells that need testing. Member expressed concern about the impact of increased cost on 

local government budgets and for local residents and inquired about the possibility of purchasing 

additional tests to provide more time to pursue reasonable priced alternatives. Saunders 
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recommends buying 25 tests now at the current rate of $35 each, for a total of $875, using cash 

reserves under the FY2020-21 budget. BACOG will explore other test kit options as this is 

enough for only one round of testing.  

 

On a motion by Parro and second by Alberding, the Board unanimously approved the acquisition 

of 25 test kits, at $35 each, for water testing kits for the BACOG Water Quality Well Network 

2021 testing dates.  

 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

Saunders reported that next up for the water program is the annual water level monitoring 

scheduled for July 20th at 65 municipal wells, 14 dedicated monitoring wells, and the 5 Flint 

Creek stream gages. USGS and ISWS are donating their services to take measurements. It is 

likely that the drought will affect water levels identified by these measurements.  

 

Saunders mentioned that there will be no July Executive Board meeting. The next Executive 

Board meeting will be Tuesday, August 24 at South Barrington Village Hall.  

 

MEMBER REPORTS 

Deer Park: Rusteberg thanked members for coming to the meeting tonight. Hosting the meeting 

in Vehe Barn gives Deer Park an opportunity to show off the renovations. Rusteberg reported 

that the Food Truck events in Deer Park Town Center have been very successful, with increased 

sales overall. The Food Truck events are the 3rd Saturday of each month through October. Deer 

Park recently sent out its quarterly resident survey.  Rusteberg reported that he recently met with 

Catherine Sbarra, who recently became a Lake County Board member.   

 

Barrington Hills: Cecola reported that he has been in office for a month and a half and that he 

was glad to be here. Barrington Hills will be hosting with 9th Annual Fall Festival on Sunday, 

September 19. 

 

Barrington Township: Alberding reported that the Township is currently dealing with property 

tax appeals. On July 6 the township offices will officially re-open (in person). He is new to the 

office and looks forward to working together. 

 

Tower Lakes: Parro reported that at their recent board meeting, the Village of Tower Lakes 

joined the Greenest Region Compact sustainability program. 

 

South Barrington: Abbate reported that South Barrington continues to see a significant amount 

of development, including big building projects, and a new buyer with plans to build its 

headquarters in South Barrington. In addition, there have been numerous complaints about kids 

driving motorized bikes around that are being addressed. 

 

Barrington: Darch reported a successful and crowded Art Fest over Memorial Day weekend. 

The next Metra Lot concert will be Sixteen Candles on Friday, July 2. The 4th of July Fireworks 

will be that evening, following the concert.  The 4th of July Parade returns this year and will step 

off at 10:00am on Saturday, July 3. There are numerous White House events throughout the 

month of July. In August she will have more to report on the potential merger of the Canadian 

National Railroad (CN) and its competitor Canadian Pacific Railway both vying to merge with 

the Kansan City Southern Railroad. If CN is successful, the merger with drive more rail freight 
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volumes through the Chicago region, including Barrington. This would not only create more CN 

rail traffic, but could also impact Metra and Amtrak routes. Barrington had sent a letter to the 

Surface Transportation Board encouraging the board to carefully consider this proposed merger 

and its potential impacts on our region. Having more rail traffic would be extremely impactful to 

the community, and they will keep a watch on this situation. 

 

RECOGNITION OF FY2020-21 EXECUTIVE BOARD CHAIRPERSON KAREN 

DARCH 

 

Saunders thanked Darch for her service and leadership as the Chair of the Executive Board and 

presented her with a plaque commemorating her service. 

 

INSTALLATION OF NEW OFFICERS OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD FY2021-22 AND 

TRANSFER OF THE GAVEL 

 

As McCombie was unable to attend this meeting, installation of the new officers of the Executive 

Board FY2021-22 and transfer of the gavel will take place at the next Executive Board meeting. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

On a motion by Cecola and second by Abbate, the meeting unanimously adjourned at 7:51 pm. The 

August 24 board meeting will be held at South Barrington Village Hall. 

 

Submitted by: 

Mary Tarpey, Secretary 


