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MINUTES OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING OF THE  

BARRINGTON AREA COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS 

HELD VIA ZOOM CONFERENCE CALL                                                                                                                                                    

October 27, 2020 

 

 

Members Present: Amy Nykaza - Barrington Township; Karen Darch - Barrington; Greg 

Rusteberg– Deer Park; Paula McCombie – South Barrington; David Parro – Tower Lakes; 

Christopher Mitchell – alternate for Lake Barrington; Martin McLaughlin – Barrington Hills 

 

Staff Present:  Jen Shimp – Board Secretary; Janet Agnoletti - Executive Director 

 

Others Present:  Larry Widmer; Michael Mann – Deer Park; Fritz Gohl – Barrington Township; 

Keith Olson – Deer Park 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Darch at 7:02 pm.  Roll call was taken. 

 

COMMUNITY REPORTS / PUBLIC COMMENT 

There were no community reports or public comment. 

 

MINUTES FOR SEPTEMBER 22, 2020 

On a motion by McLaughlin and a second by Parro, the minutes for September 22, 2020 were 

unanimously approved on a roll call vote.    

 

TREASURER’S REPORT FOR OCTOBER 2020 

On a motion by Parro and a second by Rusteberg, the Treasurer’s Report for October 2020 was 

unanimously approved on a roll call vote. 

 

RANDALL GROSS AND COMPANY FINANCIAL REVIEW FOR FY2019-20  

On a motion by McLaughlin and a second by Nykaza, the Randall Gross and Company financial 

review for FY2019-20 was unanimously approved on a roll call vote. 

 

MEMBERSHIP ACKNOWLEDGMENT FOR INTERGOVERNMENTAL 

AGREEMENT 

On a motion by McLaughlin and a second by Nykaza, the Randall Gross and Company financial 

review for FY2019-20 was unanimously approved on a roll call vote. 

 

LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE REPORT 

Darch said Veto Session is scheduled for November 17-19 and December 1-3.  The Illinois 

Municipal League (IML) believes qualified immunity will be a topic under consideration.  It still 

may be undetermined whether the progressive tax passed by Veto Session.   

 

BACOG’s first legislative meeting to discuss the 2021 platform will be December 1st and Darch 

asked members to notify committee members of any legislative issues they would like to 

consider including for the upcoming year.  For 2021,  IML’s top issues include public safety 

pension fund amortization, exempting local revenues from GATA reporting, and law 

enforcement licensing and reforms.  Agnoletti suggested reviewing lead service line replacement 
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line replacement bills.  Current bills suggest a “one size fits all” approach to lead service line 

identification and reporting requirements and included numerous unfunded mandates on 

community water suppliers.  Darch said a comprehensive approach needs to be taken for any 

legislative or policy decisions pertaining to lead service line remediation and replacement. 

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT 

McLaughlin advised there was no report.   

 

POLICY AND LONG-RANGE COMMITTEE REPORT 

McCombie said she received a handful of applications for the Executive Director position.  Each 

candidate completed a Culture Index test and results were provided to committee members for 

review.  Applications will continue to be accepted until October 30th and the committee will 

review each application and determine the top candidates to interview at their November 5th 

subcommittee meeting.  Interviews will be held the week of November 9th.  The top two 

candidates will be asked to interview with the Executive Board at the December board meeting. 

 

Agnoletti shared information about the new Treasurer candidate, Natalia Turturica, from local 

accounting firm Eder Cassella.  She suggested having the candidate attend the next board 

meeting to meet members and be officially appointed to the position during January’s meeting.  

Agnoletti asked the committee to consider approving the purchase of the Quickbooks online 

software so the reports can be done remotely.  Eder Cassella will provide BACOG with the 

software at cost for $35 / month or $420 / year.  Agnoletti acknowledged their generous offer and 

confirmed the company will continue to provide BACOG with the software as long as it is 

needed.   

 

On a motion by Mitchell and a second by Nykaza, members agreed to having the Treasurer 

candidate come to the December Executive Board meeting and to purchase Quickbooks Plus 

online unanimously on a roll call vote.   

 

WATER RESOURCES INITIATIVE 

Agnoletti reported the monitoring station equipment at the North Barrington Village Hall well 

was relocated on September 28th to the Deer Park monitoring well. The three monitoring stations 

are now located at Deer Park’s Vehe Farm, the South Barrington Conservancy, and the Lake 

Barrington Village Hall.  The Deer Park well information is on the national water website??.  

North Barrington’s well information has been archived.  

 

Agnoletti said the level 1 testing event has been tentatively scheduled for Tuesday, May 25, 

2021.  Covid-19 conditions will be re-assessed at the beginning of the year to determine if it is 

safe to proceed forward.  Several natural water quality level 2 testing events have taken place 

this year with residents.  Results will be used for water quality mapping purposes.  Agnoletti 

explained that BACOG’s 2020 “Water Quality Well Testing Network” establishes a network of 

semi-public wells throughout the BACOG area where the same wells will be tested on a regular 

basis, with the goal of establishing the water quality in the area’s shallow aquifer system and 

identifying changes over time.  

 

NORTHWEST WATER PLANNING ALLIANCE 

McCombie did not have a report.    

 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT 



Page 3 
 

Agnoletti asked members about the confidentiality of well water testing records that BACOG 

receives from the Illinois State Water Survey.  Members agreed to have BACOG hold on to the 

records.   

 

Agnoletti asked members if they are interested in participating in the October 28th District 220 

focus group meeting regarding the new superintendent hiring process.   

 

MEMBER REPORTS 

Barrington Hills: McLaughlin said the Hills are Alive Festival was very enjoyable with a 

turnout of over 350 residents in attendance.  

 

Barrington Township:  Nykaza thanked Barrington Hills for their donation to the food pantry 

from the Hills are Alive “baggo” winnings.  

 

Deer Park:  Rusteberg said Deer Park renewed their contract with the Lake County Police 

Department.  The village is continuing to work on annexing properties on Rand Rd.  Deer Park 

Towne Center has hosted a few community events.  Rusteberg recently met with Craig Taylor on 

the Quentin Road and Lake Cook Road expansion project.  They also discussed creating a path 

from Cuba Marsh to the easy side of town. 

 

Lake Barrington: Mitchell said the village finalized an IGA with the forest preserves so 

bicycles are allowed to ride on the walking trails.  It is a trial basis.  The village has been very 

busy with early voter turnout.   

 

South Barrington:  McCombie said revenue is down due to low retail sales.  Letters from vets??  

Not really understanding the notes. The village recently put a “code red” out on a vehicle that 

was going in and out of a neighborhood.  A group was stealing cash and jewelry from a home.  

The village cameras recently installed recorded the license plate of the car and police are 

tracking down the car.   

 

Tower Lakes: Parro said Trustee Mena resigned from the board and will be moving out of state. 

Pat McKillan has been appointed as the new trustee.  The village will host a costume parade for 

children on Halloween.   

 

Barrington: Darch said the village will allow trick or treating from 3:00 pm – 7:00 pm on 

Halloween.  There will be an outdoor concert at the Metra parking lot on October 30th.  

Restaurants have been contacting the village about the recent Covid restrictions.  Municipalities 

are struggling with enforcement rules. The village sent out a message to the community and 

explained the role as Village government is to communicate the state's direction and then remind 

all in our community to comply with the regulations.  If they receive complaints about violations, 

they refer them to the appropriate state and/or county agency that is responsible for enforcement 

(i.e., the Illinois Department of Public Health, the Cook or Lake County Health Departments, 

and/or other state agencies). 

 

ADJOURNMENT TO EXECUTIVE SESSION FOR THE PURPOSE OF 

CONSIDERATION OF PERSONNEL MATTERS 

On a motion by McLaughlin and second by McCombie, the meeting unanimously adjourned to 

executive session at 8:24 pm for the purpose of consideration of personnel matters. 
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On a motion by McLaughlin and second by McCombie, the meeting unanimously reconvened to 

open session at 8:47 pm. 

 

ADJOURNMENT  

On a motion by Rusteberg and second by Parro, the meeting unanimously adjourned at 8:47 pm.  
 

Submitted by: 

Jen Shimp, Secretary 

 


