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MINUTES OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING OF THE  

BARRINGTON AREA COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS 

HELD AT BARRINGTON HILLS VILLAGE HALL 

                                                              October 26, 2021 

 

 

Members Present: Paula McCombie – South Barrington; Bob Alberding - Barrington 

Township; Karen Darch - Barrington; Greg Rusteberg– Deer Park; Brian Cecola – Barrington 

Hills; Susie Perkins – Lake Barrington; Dave Parro – Tower Lakes 

 

Staff Present: Kimberly Saunders - Executive Director; Mary Tarpey – Board Secretary 

 

Others Present: Sandra Ficke-Bradford – President, Barrington 220 School District Board 

Member; Robert Hunt – Superintendent, Barrington 220 School District; Janet Angoletti, 

BACOG Water Contractor 

 

Not Present: Natalia Turturica – Treasurer 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson McCombie at 7:03 pm. Roll call was taken. 

 

DISCUSSION WITH INVITED GUESTS 

A. President McCombie welcomed Sandra Ficke-Brown, President, Barrington 220 School 

District Board of Education Dr. Robert Hunt, Superintendent Barrington 220 School 

District, and thanked them for attending the meeting. Ficke-Browne provided an 

overview of District initiatives, including the strategic plan and Build 220, emphasizing 

community engagement efforts. Members asked questions about aspects of Build 220, 

including the performing arts center and traffic flow at the high school. Cecola asked 

about plans for the temporary 9/11 Exhibit and stressed the importance of identifying a 

location in the Barrington area for this project. The exhibit will be removed to enable the 

District to again showcase current student work, but the District is exploring options and 

welcomes assistance.   

B. Robert Hunt, Superintendent, Barrington 220 School District will mark his 100th day as 

Superintendent of District 220 next week. Dr. Hunt provided a recap of his “listening 

tour” which has involved meeting with over 200 people, and provided updates on BHS 

athletic teams and Build220 projects. He also identified current legislative issues 

affecting the school district. McCombie requested that school reporting agreements be 

sent to each village for consideration and asked if the District is expecting an increase in 

revenue due to the Hoffman Estates development in townhouses and warehousing. Dr. 

Hunt said that he would have more information after the January Board of Education 

meeting. Darch asked if the District had new student population projections to share, as 

they were last done in 2017. 

 
Both thanked the Executive Board for the opportunity to present Barrington 220’s updates. 

 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES FOR SEPTEMBER 24, 2021 
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McCombie requested a correction to the description of changes to the August 24, 2021 Executive 

Board meeting minutes: The residential survey went to all South Barrington residents, 

approximately 1500 people. Remove the word “all”. Darch noted a correction in the Barrington 

Member report: the railroad should be listed as “Canadian Pacific.” 

 
On a motion by Alberding and a second by Parro, the minutes for September 24, 2021, were 

unanimously approved on a roll call vote.  

 

TREASURER’S REPORT FOR SEPTEMBER 2021 

On a motion by Rusteberg and a second by Darch, the Treasurer’s Report for September 2021 

was unanimously approved on a roll call vote. 

 

FY2021-22 COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP ROSTERS AND DESIGNATED 

ALTERNATES LIST 

Tabled until November. 

 
WATER RESOURCES INITIATIVE UPDATE (JANET ANGOLETTI) 

Angoletti provided an update on the July water collection quality assessment. She noted that this 

is shapshot of results rather than a full analysis, which requires five years of data. This program, 

written by Dr. Kurt Thompson, calls for annual data collection which is sent to USGS for 

posting. The assessment started in 2014 with 14 manual measuring wells (lost the Crabtree 

Nature Center well, which filled with mud); five stream gauges; three continuous USGS 

monitored wells; 61 municipal monitoring wells in 14 communities, including BACOG-adjacent 

communities. They are measuring for long-term trends, five to 20 years.  

 

McCombie noted that Hoffman Estates gets Lake Michigan water and asked where the wells are 

located. These wells get water from the shallow aquifer. She then asked by South Barrington is 

not in this program. Angoletti said that the specific South Barrington well pulls from the deep 

aquifer. 

 

Rusteberg asked if they should be more concerned about water conservation based on this data 

even though not enough to be considered a trend. Angoletti siad that the focus is on the west, 

where our water flows from. The concern is that as more is built, this will have a greater impact 

on our immediate region. Some McHenry county communities have water level issues in their 

aquifers and are exploring shared water options. Sustainability depends on increased water 

conservation, including ordinances on water usage in the summer, when water usage is 58% 

greater and puts a greater strain on the aquifer.  

 

Alberding asked if the unincorporated areas are represented in the report. Angoletti confirmed 

that they are represented by measurements at wells located across the region that combine to 

provide information about the status of the shared aquifer. 

 

COMMITTEE AND LIAISON REPORTS 

 

Legislative Committee (President Darch):  

The Legislature is in Veto session. Open Meetings Act flexibility bill is up at Veto Session today 

and tomorrow. The new Congressional map was released on Saturday. Darch recommends a 
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BACOG comment. Darch asked members to send her or Saunders issues for 2022 legislative 

agenda including (for example) LGDF, qualified immunity, capital funding, PMA flexibility. 

  

Northwest Water Planning Alliance (President McCombie): 

No report: the next NWPA meeting is November 10. At Rusteberg’s request, McCombie and 

Darch provided an overview and purpose of NWPA (shallow aquifer, surface water, and deep 

aquifer reliant communities). Members discussed the Lake Michigan water reallocation for 

communities, which decreases usage with a 20% cut immediately, additional usage only for 

permitted developments or demonstration of efficient use.  

 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

Saunders reported that the (virtual) Annual Legislative Breakfast, co-hosted with Barrington 

220 and the Barrington Chamber of Commerce, is next Wednesday, November 10, 8:30 – 10am. 

Please let Saunders know of any topics members would like raised: as a co-host, BACOG will be 

directing the questioning for a portion of the town hall. Registration and details are available on 

the Barrington Chamber of Commerce website: www.barringtonchamber.com. Saunders will 

send the link to members. 

 

We are prepping for the 2022 Legislative Platform. Please send Saunders key issues, bills, etc. to 

be included. 

 

BACOG hosted a quarterly Administrators Roundtable on October 25th. Almost all BACOG 

member administrators attended and discussed plans for ARPA funding, animal trapping, and 

Lake Michigan water usage, among others. 

 

BACOG continues working on initiating contact with county & state staff and elected officials 

with a goal of strengthening the relationship with governments and increasing cooperation.  

 

The next Executive Board meeting will be Tuesday, Nov. 30 at Barrington Township Office. 

 

MEMBER REPORTS 

 

Lake Barrington: 

Perkins reported that Deb Vernon, treasurer/accountant, retired after 16 years of service. 

Featherling Park is open and dog friendly. Come visit! 

 

Tower Lakes: 

Parro reported that they are watching 26 acres north of the border and south of Anderson that is 

for sale. The owner asked about incorporating, but then reverted to waiting until it is sold. It is 

currently zoned for two-acre estates, including industrial agriculture. IDOT informed Tower 

Lakes that Build Illinois Funds may not be used on road maintenance or projects that relay on 

comingled funds. Tower Lakes ARPA funds will likely focus on stormwater projects; since 

broadband expansion is not an eligible use in our area. Parro asked others how others are 

spending the funds. South Barrington, Deer Park and Barrington all discussed replacement of 

lost revenue and capital projects. 

 

Barrington: Darch reported that the underpass is still on track for 2023 letting and completion in 

2025. The Metra access road on Rt. 14 is almost done although the traffic light will not be active 

http://www.barringtonchamber.com/
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until later this calendar year. Darch mentioned that the Metra station is owned by both Union 

Pacific (3/4) and Barrington (1/4). Union Pacific would like to sell their portion for $1.7M. 

Metra replaced the station roof recently. The annual Barrington tree lighting will be held on 

Saturday, December 4. Pepsico, after 50 years, is closing their facility across the street from 

Barrington High School. Jobs will be relocated or go remote rather than be eliminated – but the 

office space in Barrington will be vacated. Darch informed the members that Maria Rodriguez, 

the Mayor of Long Grove, just passed away. She was 62 years old. 

 

Deer Park: Rusteberg reported that consumers are returning to Deer Park Town Center, which is 

at 89% rental capacity. Deer Park is doing well on sales tax revenue after raising it half a point in 

April. The Deer Park Pumpkin Fest had a record attendance. There was a TIF meeting last night. 

Seven members attended, only one voted no to the TIF. The public hearing last week went well 

with only four organizations expressing concern, but not opposition. On December 21, they plan 

to officially file the TIF. 

 

South Barrington:  

Work continues on development of the Allstate property – it will not be only warehousing. A 

new housing complex is still moving forward with plans to present to the Plan Commission in 

December for 64-70 houses. Goebberts has been going at full strength as it is always very 

popular this time of year. South Barrington receives food & beverage tax from that and may 

consider an amusement tax in the future. AMC theater patrons are increasing. McCombie 

mentioned that during the IML conference she had an opportunity to discuss BACOG withNorth 

Barrington Village President, Eleanor Sweet McDonnell, and encouraged Saunders to reach out 

to her. South Barrington is in the midst of tree trimming and plant removal. 

 

Barrington Township:  

Alberding reported that the Township is also in the midst of brush and debris removal, which 

was delayed by rain. The Barrington Township Fall Newsletter highlights Township services, 

including assessor services and appeals. The new senior citizen property tax freeze raised the 

minimum household income level from $50,000 to $75,000. There is new signage and entry door 

at the Township office, which everyone will see at the November 30 meeting.  

 

Barrington Hills: Cecola reported that the 9th Annual Barrington Hills Fall Fest was a success. 

They had their largest turnout of approximately 600 people. The sale of the haybales used at the 

event resulted in $150 donation to the Food Pantry, which was then matched by the Lions Club. 

Barrington Hills hosted a recycling event where 2,000 pounds of waste was recycled. Barrington 

Hills Police are patrolling traffic around Countryside School, which eases congestion around 

start and end times. IDOT widened a turn lane. They are experimenting with a “slurry seal” to 

extend the life of a road, as they get a lot of erosion due to lack of sunlight. McCombie asked 

Cecola for the name of the vendor. Barrington Hills plans to use 30-50% less salt on the road this 

winter in an effort to be more environmentally friendly. They will request road bids earlier this 

year, in January, shopping for a similar cost to last year. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

On a motion by Alberding and second by Cecola, the meeting unanimously adjourned at 8:49 pm. 

The November 30 board meeting will be held at the Barrington Township Office. 

 

Submitted by: 

Mary Tarpey, Secretary 


