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MINUTES OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING OF THE 

BARRINGTON AREA COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS 

Held Via Zoom Conference Call 

January 26, 2021 

 

 

Members Attending via Zoom:  K. Darch – Barrington; P. McCombie – South Barrington; A. Nykaza – 

Barrington Township; G. Rusteberg – Deer Park; D. Parro – Tower Lakes; C. Mitchell – Alternate Lake 

Barrington  

 

Staff Present: Kimberly Saunders – Executive Director  

 

Others Present: Janet Agnoletti – Former BACOG Executive Director; Bob Lee – BADC / BAVC; 

Shefali Bhuva – BAVC; Sam Adams-Lanham – Barrington Area Library / BAVC; Brian Vallesky - 

Geosyntec Consultants, Inc.; F. Sinnot 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Darch at 7:02pm.  Roll call was taken for attendance 

with all but Barrington Hills present. 

 

COMMUNITY REPORTS / PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

Presentation: Barrington Area Volunteer Connection 

 

Bob Lee, of the BADC, Shevali Bhuva, a community volunteer, and Sam Adams-Lanham, of the 

Barrington Area Library, presented information about the Barrington Area Volunteer Connection 

(BAVC).  BAVC is a platform driven structure that operates with a goal of finding potential 

volunteers and matching them to their passions. Lee asked members to help promote the BAVC 

in their newsletters and websites and be sure to create profiles and post needs for volunteers. 

 

Mitchell expressed appreciation for the new avenue for adult volunteer networking and asked for 

clarification on volunteer screening.  BAVC representatives responded that each organization that 

will be using volunteers is responsible for screening volunteers they may accept. BAVC 

encourages organizations to be as specific as possible about their needs and requirements (age, 

background check, etc.). 

 

Darch expressed appreciation for BAVC’s focus on the Barrington Area and asked how the 

services compare or coordinate with HandsOn Suburban Chicago.  BAVC emphasized the focus 

on Barrington Area opportunities and needs, and described BAVC’s role as an ambassador for 

both volunteers and organizations. 

 

BAVC reps left the meeting. 

 

PRESENTATION OF WATER QUALITY REPORT 

 

Janet Agnoletti, former BACOG Executive Director presented an overview of BACOG’s water quality 

report, titled: “Assessment of Natural Groundwater Quality in the Shallow Aquifer System of the 

Barrington Area Council of Governments Region, 2008 – 2018.” Agnoletti praised the contributions of 

BACOG GIS Analyst Tomasz Szczuka.  Agnoletti’s presentation included the following highlights: 

 



 

Page 2 of 4 

 

• A summary of the BACOG Water Resources Initiative, which was designed to evaluate location, 

quantity, quality, and sustainability of the water in the region.   

• An overview of the history of the well water testing program, including a description of how 

federal water standards were applied to private wells to assess water quality.  

• The report provides a detailed assessment of testing results related to Arsenic, Flouride, Nitrate, 

Chloride, Hardness (applying ILDPH characterization), Iron, Manganese, Sodium, Sulfate 

(applying ILDPH characterizations), and Total Dissolved Solids (applying IDPH 

characterizations).  The report highlights the implications for human health and aesthetic 

concerns.  
 

Agnoletti reported that the water in the area’s shallow aquifer is of overall good quality with few areas of 

concern. Agnoletti recommends that all private well owners test at least once for arsenic and those with 

identified levels of manganese continue to monitor those levels.  All well owners should submit their 

wells to a comprehensive panel of tests for common contaminants every 3-5 years to know what is in their 

water. BACOG recommends continued long-term monitoring for TDS and chloride across the region. 
This monitoring is essential to inform residents and governments and guide behavior to ensure the 

sustainability of the area’s groundwater supply. 

 

Mr. Lee asked if the study included testing of the water levels.  Agnoletti reported that BACOG’s 

comprehensive water levels monitoring program is focused on quantity.  BACOG established baseline 

measurements 6 years ago.  The first 5-year analysis reflects high levels of precipitation and a 5-foot 

increase in water levels. Longer term assessment and continued monitoring is needed to fully evaluate the 

water quantity available in this aquifer. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF JANUARY 12, 2021 

 

On a motion by Parro and second by Rusteberg, the minutes of the meeting of January 12, 2021, were 

unanimously approved on a roll call vote. 

 

APPROVAL OF TREASURER’S REPORT FOR DECEMBER 2020 – JANUARY 2021 

 

On a motion by Parro and second by McCombie, the Treasurer’s Report for December 2020 – January 

2021 was unanimously approved and payments ratified on a roll call vote. 

 

ACCEPTANCE OF WATER QUALITY REPORT 

 

On a motion by Nykaza  and second by Mitchell, the Water Quality Report as provided by Janet Agnoletti 

was unanimously accepted on a roll call vote. 

 

LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE REPORT 

 

Chairperson Darch reported that the state legislature has cancelled session this week and most days in 

February, likely due to the ongoing pandemic.  IML’s website now lists bills they are monitoring, 

including potential trailers to bills passed during the lame duck session (e.g., to clear up conflicts with 

existing statutes: such as the requirement not to use convictions in hiring decisions and restrictions against 

hiring those with convictions for certain positions). 

 

Chairperson Darch reported that no legislative events currently are scheduled.  In-person events hosted by 

others, like IML, are being held virtually only.  BACOG may want to consider virtual options with local 
legislators this Spring. 

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT 
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Chairperson Darch indicated there is no report. 

 

POLICY & LONG-RANGE COMMITTEE REPORT 

 

McCombie indicated there is no report. 

 

NORTHWEST WATER PLANNING ALLIANCE REPORT 

 

McCombie reported that the main update from NWPA is about deep aquifers and concerns for lower 

portions of the region; the northwest area remains in a good position. 

  

Chairperson Darch reported that a draft of the water sustainability plan is circulating.  The key issue for 

BACOG is whether it continues to use forecasting data from CMAP rather than supply or real time data. 

Doing so may undermine the results. BACOG will keep an eye on this issue and provide comments to the 

NWPA Tech Committee as needed.   

  

DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

Saunders expressed appreciation for the warm welcome she received from BACOG partners and 

community members, including dedicated community volunteers, the Flint Creek Spring Creek 

Watershed Partnership, fellow COGs, IML, MPC, CMAP, NWPA, and many others.  The outreach 

reflected an incredible history of regional collaboration. Saunders stated that she is looking forward to 

meeting with individual board members and village trustees and staff in the coming weeks. 

 

Looking forward, Saunders will work with the BACOG Water Resources Committee to host the annual 

well water testing event in May 2021.  She also will explore potential scheduling options for the delayed 

BACOG 50th Anniversary celebration. 

 

MEMBER REPORTS 

• South Barrington: The Village continues to work with a developer on the former All State 

property.  The current issue centers on water implications and handling of a deep well that was 

capped when the prior building was torn down.  The Village and developer are discussing options 

for ownership and management of the well once it is reopened.  The Park District continues to 

work on the property that was recently offered at auction.  The winning bidder’s request for an 

increased number of lots for the property was rejected.  This bidder has since withdrawn the offer 

for the property.  The Park District continues to work on options. The AMC Theater is re-opening 

on January 29. McCombie urged all members to be alert to the possible return of car thieves to 

the area and thieves recently were spotted in a stolen car by South Barrington Police and pursued 

in a high-speed chase. They were not apprehended.  

• Deer Park: The community newsletter will be coming out in 2 weeks highlighting winter 

activities and opportunities in the spring. The Village recently approved an ordinance amendment 

to allow adult use cannabis dispensaries in one small portion of Deer Park (near Rand and Lake 

Cook Roads).  There will be a referendum at the next election to approve a 50bps increase in the 

sales tax (1/2% increase, taking it to 8%).  Recent concerns voiced by Deer Park residents 

surround access to information about how and where to get COVD-19 vaccinations. The Village 

is working with Lake County to circulate information. 

• Barrington Township:  No report 

• Lake Barrington: The Village has been exploring options to help restaurants within its 

boundaries. They recently committed $50,000 in Village funds to provide $10,000 grants to each 

of the five restaurants.  The Village expects the grants to be used to help the restaurants market 



 

Page 4 of 4 

 

take-out services, establish a production system for drive-thru options, and otherwise adapt to 

business needs during the pandemic. 

• Tower Lakes:  The rain garden project that won the Don Klein award will be used to apply for a 

Governor’s Hometown Award.  Mitchell asked if Tower Lakes needs a letter of support.  Parro 

thanked him for the offer and will let the members know if a letter of support is needed.  

• Barrington:  The Village is looking forward to the return of in-person dining for Barrington 

restaurants.  The 4th Annual Barrington Town Warming was held over the weekend with 

Condoleezza Rice, Bill Daley, and other panelists discussing post-pandemic conditions.  The 

Village is working through a new iteration of their Comprehensive Plan.  Neighborhood meetings 

and surveys are complete. The Plan likely will be presented for Village Board approval in April.  

It reflects the Village’s commitment to low density and maintaining similar land use approaches, 

while also containing forward-looking elements (e.g., improving bike and walk connectivity, 

accommodating electric vehicles, etc.)  Mitchell asked about the possibility of hosting a COVID-

19 vaccine site near the Metra Station.  Darch replied that he county is seeking large indoor 

spaces and they had looked at a number of options, including the Public Safety building and the 

high school.  No decisions have yet been made but the Village is willing to help make things 

available.  

  

ADJOURNMENT 

 

Darch announced that the next regular meeting will be on February 23, 2021. 

 

On a motion by Rusteberg and second by Parro and Mitchell, the meeting was unanimously adjourned on 

a roll call vote at 8:29 pm.   

 

 

Submitted by: 
Kimberly Saunders, Executive Director 


