
 

 

MINUTES OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING OF THE  

BARRINGTON AREA COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS  

Held Via Zoom Conference Call  

June 15, 2021  

 

Members Attending via Zoom:  K. Darch – Barrington; P. McCombie – South Barrington; R. Alberding 
– Barrington Township; D. Parro – Tower Lakes; D. Buettner – Barrington Hills; Mary Tarpey - 
Secretary 

Members Not in Attendance:  Lake Barrington; Deer Park 

Staff Present: Kimberly Saunders – Executive Director;  

Others Present: None 

CALL TO ORDER  

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Darch at 6:16pm.  Roll call was taken for attendance 
with all members present except Lake Barrington and Deer Park.  

COMMUNITY REPORTS / PUBLIC COMMENT 

There are no community reports or public comment. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF May 25, 2021 

On a motion by McCombie and second by Parro the minutes of the meeting of May 25, 2021 
were unanimously approved by all members present on a roll call vote.  

CONTRACT SERVICES FOR GROUNDWATER MONITORING AND ANALYSIS     

Chair Darch provided an overview of the RFP and responses received, and opened the floor for 

discussion.  The members discussed the differences between the proposals and came to consensus that the 

team approach and higher cost of the proposal submitted by Gewalt Hamilton Associates, Inc. was not the 

best fit for this project at this time.  

In comparing the remaining two proposals, members discussed several distinguishing characteristics of 

the proposal put forward by Janet Agnoletti: the advantage of the experience Agnoletti could bring to the 

project given her involvement in the program’s development, which may yield greater efficiency and 

prove to be more cost effective for BACOG; hiring a single independent contractor could avoid 

overlapping hourly charges for work done by multiple team members; the benefit of having a “not-to-

exceed” amount; and the perceived flexibility to answer additional questions from BACOG board 

members and staff without incurring additional charges. 

 



 

 

Members also discussed potential contract structure, and came to consensus on the following terms: pay 

only for hours worked; include a “not-to-exceed” amount; and pursue either a two year contract or a one 

year contract with the option to renew for one or two additional years at the same hourly rate. Members 

noted the importance of preparing over the next 2-3 years for the long-term sustainability of program. 

The board directed the Executive Director to prepare a contract with these terms that could be ready for 

consideration at the June 22nd board meeting.  

 

ACQUISITION OF WATER TESTING KITS FOR THE BACOG WATER QUALITY 

WELL NETWORK 2021 TESTING DATES 

Saunders reported that the Illinois State Water Survey is undergoing a rate review of their water testing 
practices driven by the University of Illinois’ Department of Government Costing and the conclusion that 
the lab does not have a legislative directive to provide low cost testing services for well water owned by 
Illinois residents and local governments.  The lab anticipates a significant cost increase for well water 
testing to go into effect as early as July 1, 2021 (Increasing from $35 per sample to ~$200 per sample).  
This will have a direct impact on the BACOG Water Quality Well Network as well as individual residents 
of BACOG communities who have sought level 2 well water testing through ISWS. Saunders reported 
that she had a conference call with the lab’s co-director and staff and they have agreed that BACOG may 
purchase the water testing kits required for the next round of tests scheduled for the Water Quality Well 
Network prior to June 30th, locking in the current rate of $35 per sample. Shipment of the kits would then 
be scheduled to coincide with the regular testing dates in Fall 2021. 

Members expressed concern about the impact of the increased cost on local government budgets and for 
individual residents and inquired about the possibility of purchasing additional tests to provide more time 
to pursue reasonably priced alternatives.  Saunders will follow-up with ISWS and add this issue to the 
June 22 meeting agenda for further discussion and possible authorization to purchase these tests using 
cash reserves under the FY 2020-21 budget. 

ADJOURNMENT  

On a motion by Alberding and second by Parro, the meeting was unanimously adjourned on a roll call 
vote at 6:53 pm, with all members present voting aye.    

Submitted by:  

Kimberly Saunders, Executive Director 

 


