
 

 

MINUTES OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING OF THE  

BARRINGTON AREA COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS  

Held Via Zoom Conference Call  

March 23, 2021  

 

Members Attending via Zoom:  K. Darch – Barrington; P. McCombie – South Barrington; G. Rusteberg 

– Deer Park;  A. Nykaza – Barrington Township; D. Parro – Tower Lakes;   

Members Not in Attendance: C. Mitchell – Alternate Lake Barrington; D. Buettner – Alternate 

Barrington Hills 

Staff Present: Kimberly Saunders – Executive Director 

Others Present: U.S. Congressman Sean Casten; Kim Soffen, Congressman Casten’s office; Terry 

Channer, Barrington Area Council on Aging; Faye Sinnott; 

CALL TO ORDER  

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Darch at 7:04pm.  Roll call was taken for attendance 

with all members present, except Mitchell and Buettner.  

DISCUSSION WITH INVITED GUEST, U.S. CONGRESSMAN SEAN CASTEN 

Chairperson Darch welcomed Congressman Casten and introduced the BACOG members.   Congressman 

Casten provided an update on the American Rescue Plan Act and asked whether any members have 

received initial payments from the ARA – none have.  Congressman Casten described key issues in the 

development of the ARA:  state and local aid in the Cares Act went directly to states and municipalities 

with populations over 500K and were restricted to expenses directly costs by the COVID-19 pandemic.  

These federal funds could not be used to address revenue loss experienced by municipalities.  The ARA is 

designed to provide more direct aid to municipalities with greater flexibility on use of funds and also 

includes separate tranches of money for schools to facilitate their reopening.   

The Congressman provided details on permissible uses those funds that should come directly to BACOG 

members to address revenue shortfalls caused to the pandemic.  The Congressman encouraged all to read 

the Department of Treasury guidance for detailed spending requirements.  He also detailed the timing of 

expected payments:  Funds will be distributed in 2 batches – one within 60 days of the bill being signed 

into law and the other 12 months later.   

Congressman Casten identified two major upcoming initiatives: the federal infrastructure bill and 

community development funds.  The infrastructure bill is expected to include up to $3 trillion in federal 

funding, focusing on needs through 2050 and climate-related infrastructure. Congress is also pursuing 

community development funds, which are specific projects allocated for each district.  These funding 

opportunities will include new requirements to prevent corruption and increase transparency.  Each 



 

 

member of Congress will be able to recommend 10 projects in the range of $100,000 to $1 million.  

Details on the application process will be available on the Congressman’s website.  

Congressman Casten asked the members whether they had projects that might meet the criteria for 

community funding. Darch raised the issue of grade separation issues – specifically the grade crossing 

near Barrington high school on Lake Cook Road.  Parro described needed infrastructure and safety 

improvement at the village hall/police department. Congressman Casten encouraged the members to work 

directly with his office to identify opportunities to work together. 

Rusteberg expressed appreciation for the ARA contribution to local governments and asked for 

clarification on the timeline and distribution process.  Casten indicated that funding for the BACOG 

members will come through the state.  The state has a statutory obligation to disperse the funding 

efficiently, with one payment within 60 days of the bill signing and a second in 12 months. 

Congressman Casten asked how each community was faring during the pandemic and whether there were 

needs not being met by the federal assistance to date. Each member provided an update on the financial 

impact of the pandemic to date and steps taken to address gaps that have arisen.  

COMMUNITY REPORTS / PUBLIC COMMENT 

Terri Channer, from the Barrington Area Council on Aging (BACOA) presented information about a 

BACOG initiative to create a Dementia Friendly Barrington. Channer detailed the growing need to 

address issues facing those dealing with dementia.  The initiative began in 2015, launched at the White 

House Conference on Aging and directed through the Alzheimer’s Association.  BACOA has received a 

grant to help with the planning and programming needed to bring the Dementia Friendly designation to 

the Barrington Area.   BACOA is seeking support for the initiative, including: planning committee 

membership, letters of support, resolutions in support, and participation in community events.  Channer 

will send the presentation, sample support letters, and details on time commitment for planning 

committee to Saunders, who will circulate the materials to the Board. 

There was no other public comment. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 23, 2021 

 On a motion by Parro and second by McCombie, the minutes of the meeting of February 23, 2021 

were unanimously approved by all members present on a roll call vote.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF TREASURER’S REPORT FOR MARCH 2021 

On a motion by Rusteberg and second by Parro, the Treasurer’s Report for March 2021 was 

unanimously approved by all members present on a roll call vote.  

DISCUSSION OF WATER MONITORING AND ANALYSIS CONTRACT 

Saunders and Darch provided an overview of decision points for the groundwater program.  Members 

agreed that use of in-house GIS services in conjunction with an independent contractor for the 

groundwater program would make the most efficient use of resources. Members directed Saunders to 

prepare a draft RFP for release later this Spring. 

 



 

 

DISCUSSION OF PROPOSED FY2021-22 BUDGET 

Saunders provided an overview of the proposed FY2021-2022 budget.  Saunders highlighted the 

commitment to a more streamlined approach to administrative operations at BACOG following the 

transition approved mid FY2020-21.  Saunders requested direction on two items: application of 

sponsorship funds and a financial audit.  Members agreed to apply sponsorship funds to replenishment of 

cash reserves following membership changes in 2020.  Members agreed to undertake a financial 

statement audit in FY 2021-22, following an earlier adopted plan of audits every five years with financial 

reviews in the intervening years.  

LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE REPORT 

There was no Legislative Committee meeting this month. Darch and Saunders identified a few key bills 

that BACOG is following and noted that committee deadlines and session schedules continue to fluctuate 

in light of the pandemic.  

POLICY & LONG-RANGE COMMITTEE REPORT 

No report. 

NORTHWEST WATER PLANNING ALLIANCE REPORT  

McCombie reported that the most recent meeting of the NWPA was canceled due to lack of quorum. No 

further report.  

DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

Saunders announced that BACOG has received a $5,500 grant from Cuba Township.  The grant is 

designated to support the Groundwater Monitoring Program and provide funding from March 1, 2021 

through February 28, 2022.   

 

Saunders reported that plans are moving forward for the Level 1 Water Testing Event on May 25th in 

Citizen’s Park in Barrington. The event will continue the partnership with the Lake County Health 

Department for water testing and the Lake County Sherriff’s Department for a Drug Take Back.  Water 

testing kits will be available for sale in BACOG member offices (other than Village of Barrington).  

Water testing is available to all residents of BACOG member communities.  Eligibility will be confirmed 

when water testing kits are picked up.  Educational materials will be provided to each resident when they 

drop off their water samples.  Water Resource Committee members are volunteering to help prepare for 

and staff the event. Saunders asked for all BACOG members’ help in promoting the event on their 

community social media sites and newsletters.  

 

Saunders requested input from the board members about plans for the Annual Dinner and 50th 

Anniversary Celebration. Current restrictions in place due to the pandemic limit capacity to 50 people. 

Saunders indicated that BACOG could move forward with this smaller size and hold the event in June of 

this year; hold off on decision-making for another month to see if conditions improve; or reschedule the 

event to a date later this Fall when we can include larger numbers.  Darch indicated that we may have 

additional information in another month or so. Members agreed to defer a decision until the April 

meeting.  

 

Saunders reported that BACOG has received great interest in the Program Coordinator / Board Secretary 

position.  Interviews are underway and Saunders hopes to introduce a new staff member to the Board 

soon. Thank you to all for helping to spread the word and recommended qualified candidates. 



 

 

 

 

MEMBER REPORTS 

 

Deer Park:  Rusteberg reported that the St. Patrick’s Day 5K run was a success with hundreds of 

participants.   

 

South Barrington: McCombie reported that South Barrington is still working with developers on the All 

State property.  Plans are shifting from warehousing-related development to a campus style center with 

tech and research development.  There will be a presentation at their April board meeting; McCombie is 

inviting neighboring HOAs in hopes of getting additional community input.  Other vacant properties are 

getting interest, especially along the expressway.  Negotiations continue on the needed road and turn lane 

improvements in connection with the Toll Brothers development.  McCombie highlighted two recent 

incidents where village cameras aided in identifying criminal activity, both of which resulted in high 

speed chases. 

 

Tower Lakes: Parro reported that Tower Lakes is working with BACOG GIS Analyst Tomasz Szczuka 

to update the village street map. The village also is negotiating with a new firm for accounting services 

and a new treasurer. 

 

Barrington Township:  Nykaza reported that Barrington Township is preparing for the anticipated rainy 

season and associated flooding issues.   

 

Barrington: Darch reported that Barrington has initiated the process to switch its 911 dispatch services to 

NW Central Dispatch.  This will bring Barrington into same network with the other groups with whom 

they coordinate backup services. The village has seen a small increase in parking at the Metra commuter 

lot and are hoping that trend will continue.  

ADJOURNMENT  

Darch announced that the next regular meeting will be on April 27, 2021.   

 On a motion by Rusteberg and second by McCombie, the meeting was adjourned on a roll call vote 

at 8:18pm, with all members present voting aye.    

  

Submitted by:  

Kimberly Saunders, Executive Director  


