
 

 

MINUTES OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING OF THE  
BARRINGTON AREA COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS  

Held Via Zoom Conference Call  
February 23, 2021  

  
  
Members Attending via Zoom:  K. Darch – Barrington; P. McCombie – South Barrington; A. Nykaza – 
Barrington Township; G. Rusteberg – Deer Park; D. Buettner – Alternate Barrington Hills  
 
Members Not in Attendance: D. Parro – Tower Lakes; C. Mitchell – Alternate Lake Barrington 

  
Staff Present: Kimberly Saunders – Executive Director 
  
Others Present: Joe Abbate, South Barrington Trustee; Illinois Senate Republican Leader Dan 
McConchie; Jack Schaefer, Barrington Area Cultural Commission 
  
  
CALL TO ORDER  
  
The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Darch at 7:01pm.  Roll call was taken for attendance 
with all members present, except Parro and Mitchell.  
 

COMMUNITY REPORT / PUBLIC COMMENT 

Jack Schaefer, Barrington Area Cultural Commission presented information about the Barrington Poetry 
Hour, an event that seeks to highlight poetry by Barrington area residents.  Poems will be accepted 
through April 10, 2021. The event will be presented virtually on May 6th by Barrington White House.  
 
No other public comments.  
 

DISCUSSION WITH INVITED STATE SENATE REPUBLICAN LEADER DAN MCCONCHIE 

Leader McConchie provided an update on activities in Springfield.  All regular legislative days other than 

the first organizing day have been canceled.  This quiet follows a very active lame duck session in 

January, which featured legislation to facilitate continued pandemic protocols and elements of the Black 

Caucus agenda.  Leader McConchie also noted that three of the four legislative leaders are new within the 

past year.  

Leader McConchie has introduced three constitutional amendments designed to give voters greater 

control over the legislative processes: making it easier to amend the State Constitution to facilitate fair 

district maps; allow voters to repeal legislation at the ballot box; and expand recall authority.  He is also 

seeking rules changes to decentralize control within the legislature and restore the balance of power 

between the branches of government, especially as it relates to the use of emergency proclamations. Rules 

changes introduced: old rules centralized power with speaker – seeking decentralization.   

Leader McConchie also provided an assessment of the Governor’s proposed state budget, stating that it 

did not meet the Governor’s constitutional duty to present a budget that is balanced with current revenues. 

The proposed budget relies on tax increases and fund transfers, including a $152 million reduction of the 

LGDF, which Leader McConchie will oppose. Leader McConchie expects the proposed budget, with its 

numerous fund transfers and tax changes and failure to address health care expenditures or pension 

obligations to meet with significant opposition.  



 

 

Chairperson Darch thanked the Senator for his comprehensive summary and asked how the BACOG 

members could be helpful to him and the Illinois General Assembly.  Leader McConchie encouraged 

BACOG members to stay in touch with him and his office and help flag particular priority issues or bills 

and identify specific changes that are needed. Chairperson Darch highlighted the lead line replacement 

bill that is important to the Village of Barrington and other communities. 

Senator McConchie left the meeting. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF JANUARY 26, 2021 
  
On a motion by Rusteberg and second by McCombie, the minutes of the meeting of January 26, 2021 
were unanimously approved by all members present on a roll call vote, with Buettner abstaining.  
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF TREASURER’S REPORT FOR FEBRUARY 2021 
  
On a motion by Buettner and second by Rusteberg, the Treasurer’s Report for February 2021 was 
unanimously approved by all members present on a roll call vote.  
 

DISCUSSION OF WATER MONITORING AND ANALYSIS CONTRACT 

Chairperson Darch indicated that discussion of the water monitoring and analysis contract will be tabled 

until the March meeting.  Information about the potential scope of the services to be covered was 

provided to the board in their board packets and may be used for the March discussion. 

WATER EVENT 

Saunders provided summary of initial planning for the annual Level 1 Water Testing event, which was 

postponed in Fall 2020 due to the pandemic.  The event is tentatively scheduled for May 25, 2021 and 

will be an outdoor event.  The Water Resources Committee is scheduled to meet on Wednesday March 

10th to continue planning efforts.  

NORTHWEST WATER PLANNING ALLIANCE REPORT  

McCombie reported on a meeting of the NWPA Technical Advisory Committee.  Discussion focused on 

continued review of the draft water sustainability plan.  

LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE REPORT 

Darch reported that the Legislative Committee met to review the preliminary bill tracking list.  The 

criminal justice bill from lame duck session has been signed by Governor Pritzker.  Trailer bill(s) are 

expected this spring to clean up and address other issues.  BACOG and its partners will focus on 

protecting distributions from the LGDF in the state budget.  BACOG will support HB 314, which would 

prohibit a county from authorizing adult-use cannabis businesses within 1.5 miles of a municipality that 

has prohibited such businesses.  BACOG will oppose HB 633, the vegetable garden bill, which would 

preempt local accessory use regulation.  State Rep. (and BACOG board member) Marty McLaughlin has 

introduced a bill which would change requirements regarding the sequencing of qualification and cost 

assessment in the local government hiring process of engineers and other professional services.  The 

Committee has decided to delay a decision about potential in-person BACOG events in Springfield in 

response to pandemic conditions.   

The Committee has canceled its meeting originally scheduled for March 10th, and will next meet at 

5:30pm on March 23rd. 



 

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT  
  
Chairperson Darch indicated there is no report.  The Committee will meet on March 23rd.  
  
POLICY & LONG-RANGE COMMITTEE REPORT  
  
McCombie indicated there is no report.  
 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

Saunders reported that BACOG has initiated a search for a new Program Coordinator and Secretary to the 
Board.  Information about the opening is being circulated by the members’ staff, through the Barrington 
Chamber, the Barrington Career Center, LinkedIN, and other venues.  Appreciate any efforts to help 
identify great candidates to fill the position.  Rusteberg suggested reaching out to State Rep. Bos about 
potential candidates, as he has been actively hiring as well for his district office.  
 
Saunders indicated that there is a new opportunity for members to utilize the services of our GIS Analyst 
for member specific projects at a reasonable cost.  Details were shared with the administrators at today’s 
roundtable meeting. Rusteberg asked about the frequency of these meetings and Saunders confirmed that 
they would be held quarterly. 
 
BACOG will be taking steps to help promote community events hosted by member communities.  Please 
let us know if you have events you would like promoted by BACOG.  BACOG also is looking to restart 
the shared events calendar so members can see each other’s community events when making scheduling 
decisions. 
 
Saunders is beginning to explore options for rescheduling the 50th Anniversary dinner – may be restricted 
by pandemic-related restrictions, but will present options soon. 
 
 
MEMBER REPORTS 
 
Deer Park:  The Village of Deer Park encourages BACOG to continue to recruit additional members and 
consider promotional options that would increase regional cooperation and minimize dues pressure on all 
members.  The Village recently issued its newsletter and received great response from residents in just the 
first few days it has been out. 
 
South Barrington: The Village is continuing its efforts at the Police Department to hire a new Records 
Clerk. The Village also continues to work on the All State property with the developer.  They are looking 
closely at the intended use of the property and how to handle water well access and management. There 
has been extensive transportation analysis and meetings with neighboring HOAs to reach a good 
resolution for the property’s redevelopment.  The Village has received a technology park proposal for the 
property on Mudhink Road. They have a candidate to join the police force that is working on office 
matters until he enters the academy to be certified.  The Village has received road and asphalt estimates 
for its paving program, receiving a large number of bids and prices that came in 14% lower than last year.  
They are requiring contractors to use warm rather than hot asphalt for environmental considerations.  The 
lower than expected estimates may enable the Village to expand the scope of its programming. 
 
Barrington Township:  The Township is enjoying the snow and all is quiet. 
 
Barrington Hills:  Buettner reported that the recent village appropriations meeting focused on police 
officer body camera requirement contained in the recent criminal justice legislation.   



 

 

 
Barrington:  The Village’s Comprehensive Plan is going to a public hearing in March and may be 
forwarded for possible board consideration in April.  The Village continues to look at business conditions 
downtown and approved measures to reinvest in the area at its recent Board of Trustee meeting.  The 
underpass project on Route 14 is in Phase II (engineering).  IDOT is expected to acquire additional 
properties soon.  The anticipated timing for the full project is as follows: 2023 contract letting, 
construction beginning in March 2023 and lasting 18-24 months. 
 
ADJOURNMENT  
  
Darch announced that the next regular meeting will be on March 23, 2021.  Terry Channer at BACOA 
will present information about a dementia-friendly program they are developing.  
  
On a motion by Rusteberg and second by McCombie and Nykaza, the meeting was adjourned on a roll 
call vote at 7:52pm, with all members present voting aye.    
  
  
Submitted by:  
Kimberly Saunders, Executive Director  
 


